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Duckworth nurtures a rounded world view through 

accessible and stimulating works of popular science, 

psychology, memoir and history. Founded by the family 

of Virginia Woolf in 1898, we have published incredible 

authors including D.H. Lawrence, Oliver Sacks, Evelyn 

Waugh and Beryl Bainbridge.



A geriatric coming-of-age story 

Retired expat, Tony Metcalfe, is going through a three-quarter-life crisis in Spain. 
His bar, Viva España, is failing and while he wants to move back to England for the 
remainder of his life, his tenacious wife Laney wants to stay in the happy valley. But 
Tony’s luck is about to change when his son Nick arrives for a surprise visit with his 
self-possessed wife, Jo, and their son. With the extra help, Tony thinks he can turn 
his bar to profit, but Jo has brought more baggage than just their suitcases. Staying 
On is a compelling story of little and greater family secrets come to light and what it 
means to find home, wherever you are.

‘A beguiling story about broken people who have all the feelings and none of the 
words. Utterly captivating.’ Damien Owens

‘Escapism for realists – peppered with humour, yet poignant and as topical as it’s 
revealing… a wry take on expat life, astutely observed and deftly drawn.’ 

Peter Kerr, bestselling author of the award-winning Snowball Oranges series

Craig Taylor lives in Oxford, lectures at the Oxford International Centre for 
Publishing Studies and is a freelance editor of fiction. He is the author of 
Premiership Psycho and Group of Death, two-thirds of a satirical trilogy optioned 
for television.

OCTOBER 2018
Fiction * 198x129 mm * 240 pages 
PB 9780715653371 * £7.99 
Rights: World
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How to live better – the Nordic way!

From childcare to healthcare, Nordic countries are world leaders in organising 
society – no wonder Finland has been ranked among the happiest places in the 
world. But when Finnish journalist Anu Partanen moved to America she was in for 
a culture shock. The Nordic Theory of Everything chronicles Partanen’s journey 
to understand why America (and much of the Western world) suffers from so much 
inequality and struggling social services. Filled with fascinating insights she makes a 
convincing argument that we can rebuild society, rekindle optimism and become more 
autonomous people by following in the footsteps of our neighbours to the North.

‘A must-read.’ New York Post  

A Best Book of Summer O, The Oprah Magazine

A Best Nonfiction Book Bustle 

‘Partanen is a careful, judicious writer and she makes a careful, judicious case.’ 

New York Times Book Review

Anu Partanen is a Finnish journalist and visiting reporter at Stanford University. 
She regularly features on the BBC World Service, and her writing has appeared in 
The New York Times, Fortune and Helsingin Sanomat. 

JANUARY 2019
Social Science * 198x129 mm * 432 pages 
PB 9780715653180 * £10.99 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW
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A compelling, fresh, and thought-provoking exploration of friendship 
– what it is, how to keep it, and why we need it now more than ever

Our best friends, Twitter followers, girlfriends, bromances, Facebook friends, and 
long-distance buddies define us in ways we rarely acknowledge. But with so many 
opportunities to connect we’re ironically desperately lonely. We move through life 
in packs and friendship circles and yet, we are stuck in the greatest loneliness 
epidemic of our time. It’s killing us, making us miserable and causing a public 
health crisis. Increasingly, we don’t just die alone; we die because we are alone. 
What if meaningful friendships are the solution? 

Journalist Kate Leaver believes that friendship is the essential cure for the modern 
malaise of solitude, ill health, and anxiety. From behavioural scientists to besties, 
Kate draws upon the extraordinary research from academics, scientists, and 
psychotherapists, and stories from friends of friends, strangers from the Internet, 
and her personal squad to get to the bottom of friendship. 

Kate Leaver is a London-based journalist from Australia. She was previously 
features editor at Cosmopolitan, senior editor at Mamamia, and a 
commentator on ABC, Studio 10, The Today Show and Triple J Radio.

MARCH 2019
Relationships * 198x129 mm * 352 pages 
PB9780715652541 * £9.99 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW excluding ANZ
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‘A beautiful book about something so specific and unchartered, yet so 
universal. Friendship can change your life – as could this book.’ Dolly 

Alderton, author of Everything I Know About Love

‘A gorgeous book and a reminder of just how intense and special 
female friendship is.’ Emma Gannon, author of CtrlAltDelete 

‘Kate’s a brilliant Australian journalist. Her look at friendship as a 
central component to our increasingly isolated and lonely lives really 
interests me from a social perspective; why are we so disconnected 
when we’re so connected?’ The Guardian, What You Should Read 

‘Honest and insightful… an excellent read.’ 
Gemma Cairney, BBC Radio 1 

‘A lovely, lively look at the importance of friendship as an antidote to 
loneliness.’ Cathy Rentzenbrink, author of The Last Act of Love 

‘The Friendship Cure is here to make us love our girl friends all 
over again… you’ll want to buy it and give it to all of your friends 

immediately.’ Evening Standard 

‘Witty, relatable, thought-provoking. If Jon Ronson and Marian Keyes 
morphed into one magic person and wrote a book, this book would be 

it.’ Rosie Waterland, author of The Anti-Cool Girl 

‘Kate Leaver’s book is a wide-ranging exploration of what friends mean 
to us — full of rich personal insights and commonsense, accompanied 

by a good dose of science.’ Robin Dunbar, author of 
How Many Friends Does One Person Need? 
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A poignant story of transformation, conjuring the rugged beauty of County 
Kerry’s coastline, by an award-winning writer

Martha Cassidy returns to a remote cottage in a village on the west coast of Ireland 
for reasons that are unclear even to her. Looking out from her window towards the 
dramatic rise of the Skelligs across the water, she reflects on the recent loss of her 
husband, his death stirring unresolved heartache from years gone by.

As the days unfold, Martha searches for a way forward, but finds herself drawn into 
a standoff between the entrepreneur Eugene Riordan and local hill farmer Paddy 
O’Connell. While the tension between them builds to a crisis that leaves Paddy in 
hospital, Martha encounters Colm, a gifted but much younger musician and poet. 
Caught between its history and its future, the Celtic Tiger reels with change and 
Martha faces redemptive choices that will reshape her life forever.

‘An elegiac story of loss and valediction... Woolfian echoes and quotations pulse 
through, haunting the reader with the ubiquity of mother love and longing.’ 

The Guardian

‘A wool-soaked odyssey... tremendous and moving.’ The Irish Times

Sue Hubbard is an art critic, novelist and poet. She was awarded a major Arts 
Council Literary Award and is the twice winner of the London Writers’ Award. 
Find out more at: www.suehubbard.com

MARCH 2019
Literary Fiction * 198x129 mm * 240 pages 
PB 9780715652862 * £8.99 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW
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The essential, practical and highly entertaining guide to first impressions

Every encounter begins with a greeting. Be it a quick ‘Hello!’ or the somewhat 
longer ‘Sula manchwanta galunga omugobe!’ shaking hands or shaking, well, 
more private parts of our anatomy, we have been doing it for thousands of years. It 
should be the most straightforward thing in the world, but this simple act is fraught 
with complications leading to awkward misunderstandings and occasionally even 
outright violence. In the illuminating and entertaining One Kiss or Two? Andy Scott 
takes a closer look at what greetings are all about, discovering a kaleidoscopic 
world of etiquette, body-language, evolution, neuroscience, anthropology and 
history. Through in-depth research, consulting with the experts and his personal 
experiences Scott takes us on a captivating journey through a subject far richer 
than we might have expected.

‘I thoroughly recommend it.’ Jane Goodall 

‘With infectious curiosity this book introduces us to ourselves.’ 
Kate Fox, bestselling author of Watching the English

Andy Scott has greeted people in over 60 countries. After gaining a PhD in 
History from Cambridge and holding visiting fellowships at Yale, he joined the 
Cabinet Office where he worked on a range of international projects.

MARCH 2019
Etiquette * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9780715653197 * £9.99 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW
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OVER 2 MILLION COPIES SOLD,  REISSUED FOR THE WORLDWIDE 

RELEASE OF WORLD WAR Z THE VIDEO GAME

It began with rumours from China about another pandemic. Then the cases started 
multiplying and what had looked like the stirrings of a criminal underclass, even the 
beginnings of a revolution, soon revealed itself to be much, much worse. Faced 
with a future of mindless, man-eating horror, humanity was forced to accept the 
logic of world government and face events that tested our sanity and our sense 
of reality. Based on extensive interviews with survivors and key players in the 10-
year fight against the zombie horde, World War Z brings the finest traditions of 
journalism to bear on what is surely the most incredible story in the history of 
human civilisation.

‘An absolute must-have.’ 
Simon Pegg, writer and director of Shaun of the Dead

‘Max Brooks really is the godfather of all the zombie stories.’ The Sun

Max Brooks is the bestselling author The Zombie Survival Guide as well 
as the graphic novel Recorded Attacks and World War Z, the basis for the 
blockbuster film starring and directed by Brad Pitt. 

APRIL 2019
Science fiction / Horror * 198x129 mm * 352 pages 
PB 9780715653739 * £9.99 
Rights:  UK, Ireland & CW
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2 MILLION COPIES SOLD WORLDWIDE

Don’t be reckless with your most precious asset – your life. This book is your key to 
survival against the hordes of undead who may be stalking you right now without 
your even knowing it. The Zombie Survival Guide offers complete protection 
through proven tips for safeguarding yourself and your loved ones against the 
living dead. It is a book that could save your life. 

Drawing from reams of historical data, laboratory experiments, field research, 
and eyewitness accounts, this comprehensive guide is the only book you’ll need 
to face the greatest challenge mankind has ever encountered. Ignorance is the 
undead’s strongest ally, knowledge their deadliest enemy. Making smart decisions 
and your will to live is paramount when the dead begin to rise. The choice is yours.

‘A bloody-minded, straight laced manual for evading the grasp of the undead’ 
Time Out

APRIL 2019
Science fiction / Horror * 198x129 mm * 272 pages 
PB 9780715653746 * £8.99 
Rights:  UK, Ireland & CW

Closure Limited
9780715642931

Recorded Attacks 
9780715643051

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR



A life story of putting down roots and finding solace 
in the healing power of trees

After years spent living amid the thrum of London, Ruth Pavey yearned to reconnect 
with the British countryside and she endeavoured to realise her long-held dream 
of planting a wood, tree by tree. This is the story of how Ruth grew to understand 
and then shape four acres of scrubland into a verdant landscape rich with wildlife. 
Interwoven with candid descriptions of the challenges she faced are forays into the 
Somerset Levels’ local history, and thoughtful portraits of its inhabitants. 

Accompanied throughout by her evocative hand-drawn illustrations, A Wood of 
One’s Own is a lyrical, beguiling and inspiring story - a potent reminder of nature’s 
delicate balance, and its comforting and abiding presence.

‘Captivating and grounded... If this book was not as much a pleasure to write 
than it was to read, I’ll eat my hat and gardening glove.’ Observer

‘Pavey writes with warmth and spirit, and brings this space to life in all its detail 
of plants, trees and wildlife.’ Penelope Lively

Ruth Pavey is the Gardening Correspondent for the Ham & High. She 
attended the Ruskin School of Drawing and Fine Art, Oxford, and a selection 
of her illustrated works are included in A Wood of One’s Own, her first book. 
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APRIL 2019
Memoir / Natural history * 198x129 mm * 256 pages 
PB-flapped 9780715653678 * £10.99 
Rights: World



Based on a true story of envy, lust and corruption...

It is three years from the dawn of a new century and nothing is certain anymore: 
London is aflame with conspiracies and the French could invade any day. Amidst 
this feverish atmosphere, the American painter Benjamin West is visited by a 
strange father and daughter who claim to know the secret techniques of master 
Titian - a mystery that has obsessed painters for centuries.

Against his better judgement he agrees to let the intriguing Ann Jemima Provis visit 
his studio and demonstrate what she knows. What unravels unveils more than he 
has ever understood – about himself, about the treachery of art and the seductive 
promise of genius.

‘The 18th century springs vividly to life.’ Sunday Times

‘A well-written, gripping first novel.’ Critics Choice

‘Utterly absorbing.’ Imogen Robertson

‘I am drawn into the history and vibrancy of colour as never before. I see more 
intensely, and that is a great gift to have been given.” Anne Perry, international 

bestselling author of the Monk and Pitt series

Rachel Halliburton graduated in English and Classics from Cambridge. She 
lives in London where she writes for Avaunt magazine. This is her first novel 
and she’s already hard at work on her next book.
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APRIL 2019
Historical Fiction * 198x129 mm * 352 pages 
PB 9780715653319 * £8.99 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW



A cultural-historical journey across Georgia, 
a beautiful and undiscovered country

Georgia in the Mountains of Poetry is Peter Nasmyth’s fascinating account of 
this intriguing country, based on 30 years of travel and hundreds of interviews. 
Stone towers attest to the country’s 3,000-year-old history, which has witnessed 
the thousand-year reign of the Bagratuni monarchy, the rise and fall of the Soviet 
Union, a bitter civil war and the celebration of its independence in 1991. 

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in this fascinating region, as 
well as for students and researchers looking for insight into life after the collapse 
of the old Soviet order in the richest and most dramatic of its former republics.

‘The best book on post-Soviet Georgia.’ Independent

‘Elegiac, quirky, readable, deeply knowledgeable... the best cultural-historical 
introduction to that tempestuous land.’ Daily Telegraph

‘Indispensable to all serious travellers to the Caucasus.’ 
Times Literary Supplement

Peter Nasmyth is a writer, photographer and former arts journalist. He co-
founded the first English language bookshop, Prospero, in Tbilisi and is 
currently involved in forming the National Trust in Georgia.

APRIL 2019
Travel * 198x129 mm * 352 pages 
PB 9780715652732 * £12.99 
Rights: World

14



The incredible account of an overlooked British figure 

A groundbreaking biography that shines the spotlight on an astonishing figure: 
poet, soldier, sea captain, shipwreck survivor, barrister, and the royal cosmographer 
who created Britannia. Alan Ereira brings a fascinating hidden history to the fore 
and reveals that Ogilby’s celebrated road atlas is far more than a harmless map. 
Filled with secrets and cyphers designed to conceal a conspiracy of kings and 
England’s undoing, The Nine Lives of John Ogilby exposes the true story of 
Britannia and the life of a remarkable man on a covert journey that would give birth 
to the modern world.  

‘A spectacular book with a wide range of insights to the 17th Century.’ Terry Jones

‘Ereira is justly proud… situates Britannia in its political context, connecting it to 
Charles II’s military purposes and need to crush rebellion.’ The Guardian

Alan Ereira is an award-winning British author, historian and documentary 
filmmaker. He collaborated with Terry Jones on the documentary series Crusades 
(1995), Terry Jones’s Medieval Lives (2004) and Terry Jones’s Barbarians (2006), 
with whom he also co-authored the respective companion books.

MAY 2019
History * 198x129 mm * 368 pages 
PB 9780715652268 * £12.99 
Rights: World
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Can art heal the wounds of war?

The First World War is over, and in a quiet Hampshire village, artist Stanley Spencer 
is working on the commission of a lifetime, painting an entire chapel in memory 
of a life lost in the war to end all wars. Combining his own traumatic experiences 
with moments of everyday redemption, the chapel will become his masterpiece. 

When Elsie Munday arrives to take up a position as housemaid to the Spencer 
family, her life quickly becomes entwined with the charming and irascible Stanley, 
his artist wife Hilda and their tiny daughter Shirin. As the years pass, Elsie does her 
best to keep the family together even when love, obsession and temptation seem 
set to tear them apart…

Nicola Upson was born in Suffolk and read English at Downing College, 
Cambridge. She has worked in theatre and as a freelance journalist, and is a 
regular arts contributor to a number of radio networks. Nicola’s debut fiction, 
An Expert in Murder, was the first in a series of novels to feature the real-life 
author and playwright Josephine Tey, one of the leading figures of the Golden 
Age of crime writing. The book has been dramatised by BBC Scotland for 
BBC Radio 4. Nine Lessons, Nicola’s most recent novel, was shortlisted for 
the 2018 CWA Historical Dagger. Nicola lives with her partner in Cambridge 
and Cornwall.
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MAY 2019
Historical Fiction * 198x129 mm * 368 pages 
PB-flapped 9780715653685 * £10.99 
Rights: World



‘A work of painterly beauty and deep integrity… the 

story brings to life Spencer’s creative and emotional 

life, illuminating the consolations of art – and its costs.’  

Wendy Wallace, author of The Painted Bridge 

‘An exquisite, lyrical novel, mostly seen through the 

eyes of the country maid Elsie, of a self-obsessed 

artist and the three women who loved him each in her 

own way. The English countryside of a hundred years 

past comes alive in every flower, every tender unsent 

letter, every contrary shifting of the human heart 

behind a closed cottage door. I absolutely loved it.’

 Stephanie Cowell, author of 

Claude and Camille: a novel of Monet

‘A vivid imagining… It throws light on Hilda Carline, 

Patricia Preece, and Dorothy Hepworth – women 

artists who were stifled in the early twentieth 

century and lesser known today as a result. An 

intriguing story of artistic temperament, domestic 

turmoil, and remembrance. Nicola Upson weaves a 

web of creative and private passions.’ 

Katie Ward, author of Girl Reading



Shortlisted for the Winston Graham Historical Fiction Prize, a beautifully 
crafted novel by an award-winning author

It is 1535 and Agnes Peppin, daughter of a West Country butcher, has been 
banished to live out the rest of her life cloistered behind the walls of Shaftesbury 
Abbey. Not long after arriving, King Henry VIII has proclaimed himself Head of 
the Church of England – religious houses are being formally subjugated, and the 
great Abbey is no exception to the purge. Cast out with her sisters, Agnes is free 
to be the master of her own fate. But freedom comes at a price as she uses her 
wits and tests her moral convictions against her need to survive – by any means 
necessary...

‘A brave girl, a powerful tale, a world on the brink of change – and how the past 
leaps into life!’ Fay Weldon

‘Glendinning writes with a vivid immediacy about a fascinating, dark moment 
inour island story… a refreshing and original tale.’ The Times

Victoria Glendinning is a British biographer, critic, broadcaster and novelist. 
Born in Sheffield and educated at Oxford, she is an Honorary Vice-President 
of English PEN, winner of the James Tait Black Memorial Prize, was 
appointed a CBE, is the twice winner of the Whitbread Biography award and 
Vice-President of the Royal Society of Literature.

JUNE 2019
Historical Fiction * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9780715652923 * £8.99 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW
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An epic love story on the fogbound streets of London reeling from the Blitz

Acclaimed author James MacManus conjures a compelling historical novel based 
on the true story of the secret love affair at the heart of the Second World War. 
It is 1942, and war-battered London plays host to the imposing figure of General 
Ike Eisenhower on a vital mission for the US army. Kay Summersby, an ambulance 
driver, is chosen to be his aide, a role that will change her life forever. Amid the 
carnage a secret affair unfolds and rumours of Ike’s infidelity reach across the 
ocean to Washington and worse yet, to his wife. In a time where scandal and war 
threaten to break them apart, can Kay hold on to the man she loves?

‘Highly readable… successfully combines intimacy with an awareness of the 
wider picture.’ The Sunday Times

James MacManus is the managing director of the TLS. James’s first 
screenplay about the life of George Hogg, The Children of the Silk Road, 
was made into a film starring Jonathan Rhys Meyers. Ike and Kay has been 
optioned for film by Raindog Film Co. 

JUNE 2019
Historical Fiction * 198x129 mm * 356 pages 
PB 9780715652954 * £8.99 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW
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ALSO BY THE AUTHOR

Midnight in Berlin 
9780715651643

Sleep in Peace Tonight 
9780715650615



Not all secrets stay buried 

When a young archaeologist goes missing in the Congo basin, Professor Randolph 
Harkness and tearaway Ross McCartney go in search of her only to stumble upon 
a conspiracy to conceal ancient horrors lost to the passage of time. Evading spies 
and trained killers, can they expose this cover-up or will they be buried with it? 
An unputdownable thriller, The Killing Gene reveals the story of our species, the 
paradox of the modern mind and our predilection for murder...  

‘A thriller with a truly thought-provoking premise. A real page-turner.’ 
Rob Sinclair, author of the bestselling Enemy series 

‘Blends exceptional research and a keen observation of human nature to create a 
captivating and intelligent adventure novel.’ Rob Jones, author of 

the international bestselling Joe Hawke series 

E.M. Davey works at Global Witness specialising in undercover investigative
journalism. When not working he enjoys travelling to far-flung and occasionally
dangerous places to research his novels.

JUNE 2019
Adventure / Thriller * 198x129 mm * 336 pages 
PB 9780715652978 * £8.99 
Rights: World
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ALSO BY THE AUTHOR

Napoleon Complex 
9780715651087

Foretold by Thunder 
9780715649930



The untold story of the cycling revolution that transformed modern Britain

Drawing on a range of sources from cycling club journals to the writings of H.G. 
Wells, Revolution illuminates the major impact the bicycle had on the day-to-day 
lives of people from all across the social spectrum. For women it was known as the 
great emancipator from crib, kitchen and convention. Affordable to the working class, 
cycling dramatically increased the number of potential marriage partners bridging the 
gaps between villages to the extent that leading biologist Steve Jones has ranked the 
invention of the bicycle as the most important event in recent human evolution.

From cycling as a source of fashion and socialising in sporting clubs, to travel around 
the British countryside, to its role in the women’s liberation movement Revolution 
presents the bicycle as a marvel of modern technology that transformed Britain and 
the world over.

‘Extremely well-researched… a must-read for anyone interested in the history and 
development of the bicycle.’ Anna Hughes, author of Eat, Sleep, Cycle 

‘Fascinating… an impressive, compelling social history of the bicycle… the 
definitive work available on the subject.’ Road CC 

William Manners completed his graduate studies in History at University of 
York. He grew up cycling the Somerset Levels and has written articles about 
cycling for The Guardian. He lives in Yorkshire where he blogs about the 
history of cycling: thevictoriancyclist.wordpress.com

JULY 2019
History / Cycling * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9780715653333 * £10.99 
Rights: World
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A fascinating journey through the atmosphere that will leave readers breathless 

You breathe in and out every few seconds. But what’s really in the air all around us? 
From the atmosphere on distant planets to the particles in your lungs, from holes in 
the ozone layer to disappearing gases, air quality specialist and full-time breather 
Dr Mark Broomfield is here to connect the dots and tell you everything you need to 
know about the air we breathe.

With seven million early deaths a year linked to air pollution, air quality is headline 
news around the world. But how do we measure air pollution and what on earth is an 
odour panel? Why are property prices higher upwind of cities? Should you buy, hold 
on to, or avoid owning a diesel car? And will our grandchildren inherit an atmosphere 
worth breathing? Every Breath You Take combines scientific evidence with Mark’s 
personal stories and advice on what you can do to improve air quality, giving you the 
low down on what’s up high.

Mark Broomfield has a PhD in atmospheric chemistry, and has specialised in 
air quality, odour and health issues since 1992, both within the consultancy 
sector and as an industry specialist at ICI. He has completed research for 
DEFRA and Scottish Environment Protection Agency into the control of dioxins 
and furans, and carried out influential evaluations of the Government’s Expert 
Panel on Air Quality Standards and Air Quality Expert Group. This is his first 
book. He lives in Shrewsbury.

JULY 2019
Popular Science * 198x129 mm * 356 pages 
PB 9780715653708 * £9.99 
Rights: World
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An essential guide on how not to be a doctor – and how to be a better one

How Not to Be A Doctor contains a selection of essays by John Launer, doctor 
and medical columnist, on the practice and teaching of medicine. Taken together, 
they set out an argument that being a doctor – a real doctor – should mean drawing 
on every aspect of yourself, your interests and your experiences. He covers a 
range of topics including music, poetry, literature, and psychoanalysis, as well as 
contemporary medical politics and his personal experiences of being a doctor. 
Combining erudition with humour, candour, and the human touch, this book will 
inform and entertain readers on both ends of the stethoscope.

‘Witty and elegantly written.’ The British Medical Journal 

‘What fun! Lively, entertaining, thoughtful. Altogether delightful!’ 
Arthur Kleinman, author of The Illness Narratives 

John Launer is a GP and medical educator known for his work in consultation 
skills, clinical supervision and narrative based medicine. For over twenty years 
he has been among the best-known columnists in the British medical press. 

AUGUST 2019
Memoir / Medicine * 198x129 mm * 304 pages 
PB9780715653364 * £9.99 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR

Sex versus Survival 
9780715653159



Jeannie confronts her past to find closure – an incredibly 
moving memoir for our times

Things We Didn’t Talk About When I Was a Girl is a memoir about Jeannie 
Vanasco’s friendship with the man who sexually assaulted her fifteen years 
ago. When recurrent nightmares of the incident that plagued her as a girl re-
turn, she resolves to face her trauma and conflicted feelings head-on. 

Through interviews with the perpetrator – transcripts of which are included in 
the book – and wide-ranging research, Jeannie’s compelling memoir explores 
how the incident impacted both of their lives, while examining the culture and 
language surrounding sexual assault and rape. Things We Didn’t Talk About 
When I Was a Girl is a necessary contribution to the #MeToo movement and 
a starting point for other women to share their stories.

‘A brilliant book, an astonishingly fierce inquiry into the places language won’t go.’ 
Emily Geminder, author of Dead Girls

‘Extraordinary. She explodes rape culture at the level of language, shows us how 
we are trapped and how we might make ourselves free. This is a brilliant book.’ 

Emily Geminder, author of Dead Girls and Other Stories

Jeannie Vanasco’s writing has appeared in the Times Literary Supplement, 
The New York Times, and the New Yorker. She lives in Baltimore where she is 
an Assistant Professor of English at Towson University.

24

SEPTEMBER 2019
Memoir * 198x129 mm * 240 pages 
PB 9780715653753 * £9.99 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW
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A definitive new voice in this stunning portrait of a daughter’s love for her 
father and her near-unravelling after his death

My Father’s Glass Eye is Jeannie’s struggle to honour her father, her larger-
than-life hero, but also the man who named her after his daughter from a previous 
marriage, a daughter who died. After his funeral, Jeannie spends the next decade 
in escalating mania, in and out of hospitals – increasingly obsessed with the other 
Jeanne. 

Obsession turns to investigation as she plumbs her childhood awareness of her 
dead half-sibling and hunts for clues into the mysterious circumstances of her 
death. It becomes a puzzle she she must solve to better understand herself and 
her father. Jeannie pulls us into her unravelling with such intimacy that her insanity 
becomes palpable, even logical. A brilliant exploration of the human psyche, My 
Father’s Glass Eye deepens our definitions of love, sanity, grief, and recovery.

‘Hypnotic... a haunting exploration of perception, memory, and the complexities of 
grief. Vanasco brings to life the father she loved with an almost frightening force.’ 

The New York Times Book Review

AMAZON BEST BOOK OF THE MONTH 

ABA INDIE NEXT

BARNES & NOBLE DISCOVER GREAT NEW WRITERS

A POETS AND WRITERS BEST NONFICTION DEBUT

SEPTEMBER 2019
Memoir / Psychology * 198x129 mm * 256 pages 
PB 9780715653777 * £9.99 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW
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An eye-opening biography casts new light on a remarkable literary icon 

Considered the first modern children’s author, E. Nesbit published over 
40 captivating books during her lifetime, combining real-world adventure 
with fantasy. Her writing influenced great authors including C.S. Lewis, P. L. 
Travers, and J.K. Rowling. Drawing from Nesbit’s letters and archival research, 
Fitzsimons describes her as a prolific lecturer and writer on socialism and a 
founding member of the Fabian Society. She railed against inequity, social 
injustice and state-sponsored oppression and incorporated her avant-
garde ideas into her writing – an aspect of her legacy examined here for the 
first time in this major biography on her life. 

Eleanor Fitzsimons is a researcher, writer, journalist and broadcaster 
specialising in historical and current feminist issues. Her work has been 
published in a range of newspapers and journals and she is a regular radio 
and television contributor.

Praise for Wilde’s Women 

‘Oscar Wilde continues to hypnotise us… 
Fitzsimmons is to be congratulated.’ 
Simon Callow, Guardian 

‘A lively new study… providing a broad cultural history 
of professional women’s lives in Wilde’s time.’ 
The Irish Times

OCTOBER 2019
Literary Biography * 198x129 mm * 240 pages 
HB 9780715651469 * £20.00 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR

Wilde’s Women 
9780715651193
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The story of poison is the story of power... 

For centuries, royal families feared the gut-roiling, vomit-inducing agony of a little 
something added to their food or wine by an enemy. To avoid poison, they depended 
on tasters, unicorn horns and antidotes tested on condemned prisoners. Servants 
licked the royal family’s spoons, tried on their underpants and tested their chamber 
pots. Ironically, royals terrified of poison were unknowingly poisoning themselves 
daily with their cosmetics, medications and filthy living conditions. 

The Royal Art of Poison is a hugely entertaining work of popular history that 
traces the use of poison as a political – and cosmetic – tool in the royal courts of 
Western Europe from the Middle Ages to the Kremlin today.

‘Reads like juicy historical gossip, looking at the ways royals throughout history 
have been poisoned — not only by others, but often, unwittingly, by themselves.’ 

Ultimate Buzzfeed Book Gift Guide 

‘Brews up a heady mix of erudite history and delicious gossip.’ 
Aja Raden, New York Times bestselling author of Stoned 

Eleanor Herman is known as the “Sherlock Holmes of history” and is the 
author of several works of popular history including Sex with Kings and Sex 
with the Queen. She has hosted for The History Channel and for the National 
Geographic Channel.

AUGUST 2019
History * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9780715653142 * £9.99 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW



Take a journey under the skin with osteological expert Brian Switek to 
discover the stories our bones have to tell

Bone is a marvel, an adaptable and resilient building material developed over 
500 million years of evolution. Inherited from a common fishy ancestor, it is 
the stuff that binds all of us vertebrates together into one great family. Swim, 
slither, stomp, fly, dig, run – all are made possible by bone. But that’s hardly all. 

Our skeletons are as embedded in our culture as they are in our bodies and 
in The Secret Life of Bones, Brian Switek frames the history of our species 
through the importance of bone. He cuts through biology, history, and culture 
to understand the meaning of what’s inside us and what our bones tell us 
about who we are, where we came from and the legacies we leave behind.

‘A lyrical love letter to the bones in the human skeleton and the colourful 
figures who have studied them over the centuries.’ 
Jennifer Ouellette, author of The Calculus Diaries 

Brian Switek is a collection of 206-some odd bones and associated soft 
tissues. He writes for the Scientific American blog Laelaps and has appeared 
on BBC R4 Today programme discussing fossils. His byline has appeared in 
The Times, The Spectator, National Geographic, Wired, Slate, and Nature.
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A revolutionary new understanding of how the gun trade facilitated the 
expansion of the British Empire and changed the course of world history

In Empire of Guns, prize-winning historian Priya Satia argues that the true 
root of Great Britain’s economic and imperial expansion was the lucrative 
military contracting that enabled the country’s near-constant state of war. 
Through in-depth research, Satia journeys into the past by exploring the life 
of prominent Birmingham gun-maker and Quaker, Samuel Galton. Reconciling 
the pacifist tenet of his faith with the pragmatism of the times, he argued that 
the inescapable profitability of conflict meant all members of an industrialised 
economy were irrefutably complicit in war. Empire of Guns challenges our 
beliefs of the past and our current ideas of citizen-state relations.

SHORTLISTED FOR LA TIMES HISTORY BOOK OF THE YEAR 

‘This book is a triumph.’ The Guardian 

‘Fascinating.’ The New York Times 

‘The conflicts of the eighteenth and nineteenth century were in fact the driving 
forces behind the industrial revolution.’ BBC Radio 3, Free Thinking 

Priya Satia is a professor of British History at Stanford University. She is 
the author of Spies in Arabia published by Oxford University Press and her 
writing has appeared in the TLS, the Financial Times and Huffington Post. 
She received a MSc from the London School of Economics.

NOVEMBER 2019
History * 198x129 mm * 544 pages 
PB 9780715653050 * £12.99 
Rights: UK, Ireland & CW



A MIRROR FOR MONKEYS

Comedy is the imitation of life and the mirror of society… 

Beneath the rotting floorboards of a ruined house, an 18th-century memoir is 
discovered. It reveals the life story of William Congreve, acclaimed English playwright 
and poet of the Restoration period. The lost manuscript is penned by his faithful 
servant, Jeremy, who explores memories of his former master and sketches the 
political background of that crucial period in British history: the beginning of the 
Glorious Revolution and the fierce rivalry of a parliament divided.

Upon his death a monument in Stowe is erected to honour Mr Congreve. Atop a 
slender pyramid sits a monkey peering into a mirror, a court wit seeing reflected 
the ironies of polite society folding in on itself as Whigs and Tories feud with scant 
ground for compromise.

Through the prisms of memory and art, award-winning author John Spurling 
reimagines this tumultuous period and brings to life historical figures Dryden, 
Vanbrugh, Swift, Pope and Lady Mary Wortley Montagu as never before.

John Spurling is the recipient of the Walter Scott prize for Historical Fiction  
and a prolific playwright, whose plays have been performed on television, 
radio and stage, including at the National Theatre. He is a fellow of the Royal 
Society of Literature and lives in London. 
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The School of Life is dedicated to developing emotional 

intelligence. To this end, they publish books on the most 

important issues of cultural and emotional life. Their titles 

are designed to entertain, educate, console and transform. 

Prelude Books represents The School of Life Press 

to the UK book trade.
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LOVE SERIES: HEARTBREAK

Offers comfort and guidance to those dealing with the 
sorrows of heartbreak 

Almost no one gets through life without, at some point, having 
their heart broken. This book helps us overcome the pain by 
offering us some context, some history, some psychology 
and a little philosophy. In this book, we learn about how our 
responses to abandonment are formed, what the best way 
to think about an ex might be and how to envisage future 
relationships when we are in despair. We come away gently 
cheered that we are not alone, consoled that our suffering 
will have an end – and intrigued by the endless and subtle 
sorrows and joys of relationships.

JULY 2019
Relationships * 155x110 mm * 80 pages 
PB 978-1-912891-01-6 * £8.00 
Sales Territory: UK, Ireland

LOVE SERIES: DATING

Navigates the dating process and guides us through the 
joys and anxieties of finding a partner 

An indispensable guide to the dating process that teaches 
us about the history of dating, the reason why our dating 
days can be so anxious, how we should discuss our past 
on a date, what questions we might ask a new partner, how 
to optimise our attempts at dating, and how to digest and 
overcome so-called ‘bad’ dates. The book is at once heartfelt 
and perceptive and never minimises the agony, joys and 
confusions of our dating days and nights. It provides us with 
the ideal wise roadmap to the varied, sometimes delightful, 
sometime daunting realities of dating.
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LOVE SERIES: AFFAIRS

A thoughtful exploration of the complex motivations and 
emotions behind affairs 

One in four of us are going to end up involved in an affair during 
our lifetime. Written to increase our understanding of what is really 
at stake, this book delves into the question of what unfaithful 
sex means and why, despite the risks, it happens so often. Most 
importantly, this book helps us through affairs, offering couples 
a better understanding of each other’s motivations and moods 
– and, where desirable, a way to save a relationship. We have
for too long either openly condemned or secretly lusted after
affairs: this, finally, is a chance to understand them.

LOVE SERIES: ARGUMENTS

A practical and definitive guide to arguments in love, 
teaching us how to argue more effectively. 

This book looks at 20 of the most common arguments – about 
sex, money, in-laws, who is ‘cold’ and who is ‘over-emotional’ 
and the state of the bathroom and the finances. We recognise 
our own antics but also pick up consoling and wise ideas on 
how to skirt certain conflicts going forward. A bad argument 
is a failed endeavour to communicate; this is a definitive guide 
to how we might argue better.

AUGUST 2019
Relationships * 155x110 mm * 80 pages 
PB 978-1-912891-11-5 * £8.00 
Sales Territory: UK, Ireland

AUGUST 2019
Relationships * 155x110 mm * 80 pages 
PB 978-1-912891-05-4 * £8.00 
Sales Territory: UK, Ireland



34

INSOMNIA

Offers guidance, companionship and consolation for even 
the longest of restless nights

Not being able to sleep is deeply frightening. We panic about our ability to cope with 
the demands of the next day; we panic that we are panicking; the possibility of sleep 
recedes ever further as the clock counts down to another exhausted, irritable dawn.

Our societies have learnt to treat insomnia with the best-applied discipline we know: 
medicine – in particular, with pills powerful enough to wrestle consciousness into 
submission. But there are other things to do besides, or alongside, medicalising 
insomnia. We can reflect on our sleeplessness, define it to ourselves and others, 
try to understand where it springs from in human nature and speculate on what it 
might – in its own confused way – be trying to tell us.

This book is an eloquent guide to, and companion through, the long sleepless hours 
of the night. We come away from its soothing pages informed, consoled and armed 
with insights that will make us feel a lot less alone – as we wait for sleep, eventually, 
to come.

APRIL  2019
Psychology * 190x160 mm * 56 pages 
PB 9781999917975 * £10.00 
Sales Territory: UK, Ireland
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HOW TO OVERCOME YOUR CHILDHOOD

A guide to breaking free from the enduring, and sometimes damaging, 
behavioural patterns learnt in childhood

When trying to deal with our current troubles and anxieties, it can be deeply 
irritating to be asked to consider our childhoods. They happened so long ago; 
we can probably barely remember, let alone relate to, the little person we once 
were. But one of the most powerful explanations for why we may, as adults, be 
struggling, is that we were denied the opportunity to fully be ourselves in our 
earliest years. Perhaps we were over-disciplined and cowed, not allowed to be 
wilful or difficult – and so learnt to tell white lies and people-please. Or perhaps 
our caregivers were preoccupied or fragile and so we had to assume the role of 
parent, burying our true needs and desires deep underground.

When we thoroughly examine our upbringings, the larger implications for our 
adult selves are clear to see. Once we understand the roots from which our flaws 
stem, we can set about correcting the harmful behaviours we mistakenly believe 
to be innate. This book is a guide to better understanding our younger selves in 
order to shape who we wish to be in the future. It explores to what extent we can 
pin our actions in the present to our experiences in the past, and how we might 
then break free from the learnt patterns of our childhoods.

APRIL  2019
Psychology * 181x110 mm * 120 pages 
PB 9781999917999 * £12.00 
Rights: World



Things Never to Tell Children
HB  9780995573680 

How to Get Married
HB  9781999747114 

Self-Knowledge
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On Confidence
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What is Psychotherapy
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How to Find Love
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Sex
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Great Thinkers
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Small Pleasures 
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How to Travel
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The School of Life Dictionary 
HB  9780995753594 

Big Ideas for Curious Minds: 
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The Emotionally Intelligent Office
PB  9780995753587

Why We Hate Cheap Things
HB  9780995573635

How to Reform Capitalism
HB  9780995753570

What is Culture For?
HB  9780995753532

Why You Will Marry the Wrong Person
HB  9780995573628

The Sorrows of Work
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The Sorrows of Love
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Calm
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On Being Nice
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A Job to Love
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THE MEANING OF LIFE

A thought-provoking and practical guide to one of the greatest questions 
we will ever face – what is the meaning of life? 

To wonder too openly or intensely about the meaning of life can seem a peculiar, 
ill-fated and faintly ridiculous pastime. It can seem like a topic on which ordinary 
mortals cannot make much progress. In truth, it is for all of us to wonder about, 
define and work towards a more meaningful existence.

This book presents a range of areas in which we search for purpose including 
love, family, friendship, work, self-knowledge and nature. We learn why certain 
things feel meaningful while others don’t, and consider how we might introduce 
more meaning into our activities.

• Addresses  with  insight  and  compassion  a  question  which,  
throughout  history, has been a cause for much speculation and debate.

• Turns  the  pursuit  of  a  meaningful  life  from  a  comedically-complex  
impossibility to something we can all comprehend, aim for and succeed at.

• A philosophical approach to finding meaning in life, exploring the varied 
potential sources of meaning, from love and family, to work, culture and 
nature.
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A REPLACEMENT FOR RELIGION

A thought-provoking book that explores how the best aspects of religion 
can have a place in our modern day lives

Many of us find ourselves in the odd situation of not believing in religion – but 
nevertheless being interested in it, moved by it and sympathetic to some of its 
aims. We may enjoy religious art and architecture, music and community, and 
even some of the rituals – while being unable to believe in divine commandments 
or the existence of a higher being.

This book is about those feelings and what we might do about them. The School 
of Life is a secular organisation fascinated by the gaps left in modern society by 
the gradual disappearance of religion. We’re interested in how hard it is to find 
a sense of community, how rituals are dying out and how much we sometimes 
crave the solemn quiet you find in religious buildings, as well as the comfort 
offered by the belief in a deity. This book lays out how we might absorb the best 
lessons of religion, update them for our times and incorporate them into our 
daily lives and societies – without taking on the theological or doctrinal elements. 
This book tries to rescue some of what remains wise and useful from all that no 
longer seems (to many of us) to be quite true.

JUNE  2019
Popular Phi losophy * 181x110 mm * 240 pages 
PB 9781912891030 * £12.00 
Sales Territory: UK, Ireland



PROCRASTINATION

A practical guide that explores the roots of procrastination and offers the 
reader thoughtful advice on the art of managing it

Many of us are quiet geniuses at the art of procrastination. We tend to feel 
so guilty about everything we haven’t done yet (and the hours frittered away 
as though we were  immortal),  we  never  get  around  to  reflecting  on  why  
we  delay  and  how  we  might do so less often. It seems as if we have 
procrastinated too much to deserve a new start. 

Far  from  it.  As  this  book  shows,  procrastination  isn’t  a  weird  affliction  we  
alone  have  been  cursed  with:  it’s  a  fascinating  and  solvable  design-flaw  of  
the  human  animal. The  goal  is  not  to  remove  procrastination  altogether  (it  
sometimes  has  things  to  teach  us),  but  to  understand  its  roots  and  plot  
a  nimble  path  around  it.  

This  is  a  book about managing our procrastination, getting the most out of 
our afternoons on the sofa and then sometimes daring to get on with the most 
important tasks in our lives.
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FARRAGO’s purpose is simply to help readers find fiction that 

makes them smile. We introduce readers to books that may 

tickle their funny bone. We make sure that, if they find one fun-

ny, there’s a whole series they’ll enjoy. And we let them trust 

Farrago to bring other series that make them smile.
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The outrageously twisted Serge Storms series of adventures 
about a loveable serial killer

Serge’s interest is drawn to one of the largest retirement villages in the world – also 
known as the site of an infamous sex scandal between a retiree and her younger 
beau that rocked the community. What starts out as an innocent quest to observe 
elders in their natural habitats, sample the local cuisine, and scope out a place to 
live out the rest of their golden years, soon becomes a Robin Hood-like crusade 
to recover the funds of swindled residents. But as the residents rally for Serge to 
seek justice on their behalves, two detectives are hot on the heels of Serge and 
Coleman’s own murderous trail.

In other words, welcome to Tim Dorsey’s slice of America – where nobody gets out 
unscathed and untanned!

Praise for Tim Dorsey

‘Hilarious. ... Serge Storms is, hands down, one of the most original and just-plain-
captivating characters in modern crime fiction.’ Booklist

 ‘I almost exploded with laughter as I read Dorsey’s novel. It’s manic, hysterical, 
and puts Dorsey well up there with the cream of comic writers satirizing America in 

the 21st century.’ Independent

Tim Dorsey was a reporter and editor for the Tampa Tribune from 1987 to 1999, 
and is the author of twenty-one previous Serge Storms novels.

FEBRUARY 2019
Thriller * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9781788421546 * £8.99 
Rights: UK, CW excl. CAN



Florida Roadkill
9781911440932

Orange Crush
9781911440956

Triggerfish Twist
9781911440406

Coconut Cowboy 
9781788421706

Cadillac Beach 
9781788420020

Torpedo Juice 
9781788420006

The Stingray Shuffle
9781788420013

Clownfish Blues 
9781911440888

The Pope of Palm Beach 
9781911440956
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The latest original in the classic Miss Seeton series of humorous mysteries

Customs & Excise are tracking a gang of cigar-smugglers who operate on the 
quiet Kent coast near Plummergen, home to retired art teacher Miss Emily 
Seeton. As she sketches the most notorious tomb in Plummergen churchyard 
– the one built for 19th-century smuggler Abraham Voller – she meets a young 
American tourist. He claims to be a descendant of the Voller family, but is he 
a truly innocent ancestor-hunter, or do smugglers inherit their trade? When 
the school concert includes a performance of Kipling’s “A Smuggler’s Song” it 
begins to seem that everyone is at it... but we can rely on Miss Seeton to ensure 
that the police will get their man, and the smugglers’ dreams will go up in smoke!

Serene amidst every kind of skulduggery and armed with nothing more than her 
sketchpad and umbrella, this eccentric English spinster steps in where Scotland 
Yard stumbles.

‘A most beguiling protagonist!’ The New York Times

‘This is not so much black comedy as black-currant comedy... 
You can’t stop reading. Or laughing.’ The Sun

The Miss Seeton series was created by Heron Carvic; and continued after 
his death first by Hampton Charles, and later by Hamilton Crane who has 
also written detective fiction under her own name, Sarah J Mason. 

FEBRUARY 2019
Mystery * 198x129 mm * 240 pages 
PB 9781788421164 * £7.99 
Rights: World
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The first in the classic Mr. Finchley trilogy of humorous rural adventures through 
pre-war England

Mr Edgar Finchley, unmarried solicitor’s clerk, aged 45, is told to take a holiday 
for the first time in his life. He decides to go to Margate. But Fate has other plans 
in store... From his abduction in a Bentley by a cheerful crook, to his smuggling 
escapade off the south coast, the timid but plucky Mr Finchley is plunged into a 
series of the most astonishing and extraordinary adventures. His rural adventure 
takes him gradually westward through England via a smuggling yacht, to London. 
Jerome Jerome meets Mr Bean in this gentle comedy series – a runaway bestseller 
on first publication in the 1930s that retains a timeless appeal today. It has 
been dramatized twice for BBC Radio, with the 1990 series regularly repeated.

‘Quite delightful ... with an atmosphere of quiet contentment and humour that 
cannot fail to charm.’ Daily Telegraph

Victor Canning was a bestselling writer throughout his career, which began 
young: his first novel, Mr Finchley Discovers His England (1934), was 
published when he was twenty-three.

MARCH 2019
Fiction * 198x129 mm * 288 pages 
PB 9781788421614 * £8.99 
Rights: World

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR

• Mr Finchley Goes to Paris (Book 2)
9781788421621
APRIL 2019

• Mr Finchley Takes the Road (Book 3)
9780715651087
MAY 2019



A new adventre in the witty, fast-paced Mathematical Mystery series with a 
dash of maths and a large dose of danger

Life is not going smoothly for Tom Winscombe. His girlfriend Dorothy has vanished, 
taking with her all the equipment and money of the company she ran with her friend 
Ali. Now Tom and Ali are forced to share an awkward shared bedsit existence while 
they try to work out what she is up to.

Tom and Ali’s investigations lead them in a host of unexpected and frankly dangerous 
directions, involving a pet python, a stag do on an abandoned oil platform and an 
improbable application of the Fibonacci sequence. But at the end of it all, will they 
find Dorothy – and will she ever be able to explain just exactly what is going on?

Jonathan Pinnock was born in Bedford and studied Mathematics at Clare 
College, Cambridge. He has an MA in Creative Writing from Bath Spa University 
and lives in Somerset.

Praise for Jonathan Pinnock

‘Lovely stuff.’ Ian Rankin

‘He makes funny and self-deprecating company.’ 
The Herald
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The Truth About Archie and Pye  
9781788421089



The latest in The No. 2 Feline Detective Agency series sees the spirits move 
Hettie and Tilly to investigate an old case where all the cats involved appear 

to be dead...

Psychic cat Irene Peggledrip is being visited by a band of malevolent spirits who all 
claim to be murderers. Not only is their message disturbing, but they cause chaos 
with indoor snowstorms, flying books and the demise of a delicious Victoria sponge. 
Irene calls in Hettie and Tilly of the No. 2 Feline Detective Agency to help.

Will Hettie and Tilly finally lay the ghosts to rest? And will the moving claw give up its 
secrets before the gravy congeals? Find out in this latest adventure of  our favourite 
feline sleuths.

Mandy Morton was born in Suffolk and presents The Eclectic Light Show on 
Cambridge 105 Radio. She lives with her partner, who is also a crime writer, in 
Cambridge and Cornwall where there is always room for a long-haired tabby cat.

Praise for Mandy Morton

‘Witty and smart. Prepare to be besotted.’ 
M. K. Graff

‘The world that Morton has created is irresistible.’ 
Publishers Weekly
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Magical Mystery Paws 
9781788420983



Welcome to Batch Magna, a place where anything can happen. 
And often does…

Sir Humphrey has offered to play Father Christmas at the local hospital, but disaster 
strikes when a boiler breakdown at Batch Hall means he won’t be able to buy the 
sack of toys he’d promised the children.

Rupert, a gentleman of the road, is found asleep in an old car in the Hall’s coach 
house. He is scrubbed up and given a room at the Hall, where two guests are already 
staying: a businessman and his rather young female companion. When money goes 
missing from their bedroom, Rupert is accused, and Miss Wyndham, the village’s 
amateur sleuth, decides to investigate the matter.

Meanwhile, local author Phineas Cook has come up with the idea of a resident 
ghost at the Hall to attract paying guests. All goes smoothly until the ghostly actors 
spend too long in the pub one evening and their performance descends into sword-
wielding chaos. As always in Batch Magna, events somehow manage to turn out all 
right in the end – but in the most unexpected manner…

Peter Maughan’s early career covered many trades, and while working as an 
actor in the UK and Ireland, he lived on a converted sailing barge among a 
small colony of houseboats on the River Medway. His idyllic, heedless years by 
the river inspired him to write the Batch Magna novels, set in a peaceful river 
valley in the Welsh Marches. He is married and lives in Wales.

48

AUGUST 2019
Fiction * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9781788421355 * £8.99 
Rights: World



JUNE 2019
Fiction * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9781788421294 * £8.99 
Rights: World

JULY 2019
Fiction * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9781788421324 * £8.99 
Rights: World

MAY 2019
Fiction * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9781788421232 * £8.99 
Rights: World

MAY 2019
Fiction * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9781788421263 * £8.99 
Rights: World



50

JULY 2019
Fiction * 198x129 mm * 304 pages 
PB 9781788421386 * £8.99 
Rights: World

Community music projects always spread harmony… don’t they? Tune in to a 
new performance in the Stockwell Park Orchestra series

When players in Stockwell Park Orchestra fear they may be getting out of touch with 
their local community, they invite children from two nearby schools to join them for a 
season. Supercilious, rich Oakdean College pupils have never mixed with the rough 
Sunbridge Academy kids, and when things go missing and rumours spread, the 
situation threatens to turn ugly. And that’s before any parents – or a godfather who 
happens to be a famous composer – get involved. 

DCI Noel Osmar has to tread carefully. After all, he’s off duty. Can music heal social 
rifts? Who has been stealing and why? And will orchestra administrator, Pearl, have 
to go to Waitrose for some Duchy Original biscuits to keep the peace? 

Isabel Rogers writes poetry and fiction, but never on the same day. She won the 
2014 Cardiff International Poetry Competition, was Hampshire Poet Laureate 
2016, and her debut collection, Don’t Ask, came out in 2017 (Eyewear). She 
had a proper City job before a decade in the Scottish Highlands, writing and 
working in the NHS. She now lives in Hampshire, laughs a lot, and neglects her 
cello. She is on Twitter @Isabelwriter.
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Classical music can be a dangerous pastime in the Stockwell Park Orchestra

What with love affairs, their conductor dropping dead, a stolen cello and no money, 
Stockwell Park Orchestra is having a fraught season. After Mrs Ford-Hughes is 
squashed and injured by a dying guest conductor mid-concert, she and her husband 
withdraw their generous financial backing, leaving the orchestra broke and unsure 
of its future.

Cellist Erin suggests a recovery plan, but since it involves their unreliable leader, 
Fenella, playing a priceless Stradivari cello which then goes missing, it’s not a fool-
proof one. Joshua, the regular conductor, can’t decide which affair to commit to, 
while manager David’s nervous tic returns at every doom-laden report from the 
orchestra’s treasurer. 

There is one way to survive, but is letting a tone-deaf diva sing Strauss too high a 
price to pay? And will Stockwell Park Orchestra live to play another season?

‘A witty and irreverent musical romp, full of characters I d love to go for a pint with. 
I thoroughly enjoyed getting to know the Stockwell Park Orchestra and can’t wait 

for the next book in the series.’ Claire King, author of The Night Rainbow

‘Life, Death and Cellos is that rare thing: a funny music book. Rogers knows the 
world intimately, and portrays it with warmth, accuracy and a poetic turn of phrase. 

Sharp, witty and richly entertaining.’ Lev Parikian, author of Why Do Birds 
Suddenly Disappear?
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It’s lift-off for a new mission in the Battlestar Suburbia comic science fiction series, 
set in a dystopian space future in which humans are ruled by sentient machines

It’s a year since the Battlestar Suburbia broke free from Earth and the human 
rebellion is hiding out in the asteroid belt. Admiral Janice has given Darren, now the 
reluctant captain of the teenage starship Polari, a critical mission, to open up a path 
back to Earth by bombing the Martian Gap Services. But when Darren and his crew 
are chased deep into the solar system, Janice has only one hope left, back on Earth.

Can Pam save the solar system and rescue Kelly from the clutches of her nemesis, 
Sonny Erikzon?

Chris McCrudden was born in South Shields (no, he doesn’t know Cheryl) and 
has been, at various points in his life, a butcher’s boy, a burlesque dancer and 
a hand model for a giant V for Victory sign on Canary Wharf. Follow him on 
Twitter @cmccrudden.

Praise for Battlestar Suburbia

‘Chris McCrudden’s sprawling space epic is 
what you get if you cross Dr Who with an unhealthy 
fascination for household appliances.’ 
Christopher Fowler

SEPTEMBER 2019
Science Fiction * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9781788421058 * £8.99 
Rights: World

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR

Battlestar Suburbia
9781788421027
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DARKWOOD

Sometimes fairy tales are not what they seem...

Magic is forbidden in Myrsina, along with various other abominations, such as girls 
doing maths. This is bad news for Gretel Mudd, who doesn’t perform magic, but 
does know a lot of maths. When her clever inventions prompt the sinister masked 
Huntsmen who run the country to accuse her of Witchcraft, she is forced to flee into 
the neighbouring Darkwood where all the Witches and Monsters dwell. 

There, she happens upon Buttercup, a Witch who can’t help turning things into 
gingerbread, Jack Trott, who can make plants grow at will, the White Knight with her 
band of Dwarves and a talking spider called Trevor. These aren’t the terrifying villains 
she’s been warned about all her life. They’re actually quite nice. Well… most of them.

With the Huntsmen on the warpath, Gretel must act fast to help the Witches save 
both the Darkwood and her home village, while unravelling the rhetoric and lies that 
have demonised magical beings for far too long.

Gabby Hutchinson Crouch (Horrible Histories, Newzoids, The News Quiz, 
The Now Show) has a background in satire. Born in Pontypool in Wales,  and 
raised in Ilkeston, Derbyshire, Gabby moved to Canterbury at 18 to study at 
the University of Kent and ended up staying and having a family there.

JUNE 2019
Fantasy * 198x129 mm * 304 pages 
PB 9781788421416 * £8.99 
Rights: World
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JUNE 2019
Fiction * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9781788421577 * £8.99 
Rights: World

THE GREAT AMERICAN CHEESE WAR 

A right-wing conspiracy theory spirals out of control in a 
political satire for our times

Governor Bill Hoeksma of Michigan is a simple, gun-loving son of a billionaire who
idolises George W. Bush.

When a mysterious illness afflicts members of his inner circle, his conspiring advisors
point to a rumoured viral weapons attack – via monkey-pox-carrying prairie dogs –
launched by the Wisconsin government. Governor Bill decides the Michigan militia
should lead the military response, chaos ensues, and he falls unwittingly into a 
scheme of his powerful father’s making. That scheme begins with cheese research 
and a Hollywood movie star. How it will end all depends on two unlikely heroes: 
an aging lesbian state senator, and a high-school teacher born and raised in the 
Michigan militia.

When the conspiracy runs out of road, and guns are drawn in a showdown outside a
Cracker Barrel, will anyone emerge victorious from the Great American Cheese War?

Paul Flower was born and raised in Michigan and still resides there. He has 
been writing professionally for more than 30 years and has one previously 
published novel to his credit, and his writing has appeared in national and 
regional magazines. 
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CHERRY SLICE

When Kenny Thorpe, a contestant on Expose TV’s Big Blubber, the hot new 
celebrity weight-loss show, is murdered on live television in front of 3 million 
viewers, the case seems pretty watertight. After all, everyone saw Barry do it – 
didn’t they? 

Cherry Hinton knows there’s more to this than meets the eye. As an investigative 
reporter, she went undercover on dating show Caravan of Love… but after getting 
in too deep with one of the other contestants, she was caught knickerless in front 
of the nation. Humiliated, fired and heartbroken, she has fled to Brentwood, where 
she opens a cake shop, and tries to forget all about Expose.

Until Kenny Thorpe’s sister walks into her shop with a letter that turns Cherry’s 
world upside down. Is Barry innocent? How is infamous gangster Leon Solent 
involved? Is Expose to blame, and is there a killer still on the loose?
Cherry is the only one in a position to find out.

Jennifer Stone was born in Essex, and spent her formative years living 
within its borders and enjoying the delights of the multiple nightclubs 
and alcopop-swigging opportunities available. She is currently head of 
English at a boarding school in Suffolk and has just completed her MA in 
Creative Writing (Crime) at UEA. She lives with her wife and their small son.

OCTOBER 2019
Crime and Mystery * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
PB 9781788421652 * £8.99 
Rights: World
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