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DUCKWORTH encourages curiosity in our world through accessible and 

stimulating works of biography and memoir, popular science, psychology, 

and history. We also have a passion for publishing compelling, impeccably 

researched historical fiction. 

Founded by the family of Virginia Woolf in 1898, we have published incredible 

authors including D.H. Lawrence, Hilaire Belloc, Evelyn Waugh and Beryl 

Bainbridge. We continue this legacy today by publishing award-winning 

authors including Ray Kurzweil, Victoria Glendinning, Julia Child, Thomas E. 

Ricks and John Spurling, to name but a few. 
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The amazing, confounding world of quantum mechanics made simple

How can matter behave both like a particle and a wave? Does a particle exist before we look at it or does 
the very act of looking bring it into reality? Many of science’s greatest minds have grappled with these 
questions embodied by the simple yet elusive “double-slit” experiment.

With his extraordinary gift for making the complicated comprehensible, Anil Ananthaswamy travels 
around the world and through history, down to the smallest scales of physical reality we have yet 
fathomed for the answers. 

A Forbes Best Book of the Year

A Kirkus Best Book of the Year

 A Smithsonian Favourite Book of the Year 

Anil Ananthaswamy is an award-winning journalist who contributes regularly to New 
Scientist, and writes for Nature, National Geographic News and the Literary Review. He is 
the recipient of the Book of the Year award from Physics World (2010), the Nautilus Book 
Award (2015) and was longlisted for the Pen/E. O. Wilson Literary Science Writing Award 
(2016). He lives in London. 

JANUARY 2020
Popular Science * 198x129 mm * 304 pages 
9780715653920 * £9.99 * PB
Rights: UK, IRE & CW excluding CAN



MAY 2020
Popular Science * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
9780715653913 * £9.99 * PB
Rights: UK, IRE & CW excluding CAN

MARCH 2020
Popular Science * 198x129 mm * 320 pages 
9780715653944 * £9.99 * PB
Rights: UK, IRE & CW excluding CAN

A scientific and globetrotting exploration of the experiments 
changing the ways we understand our universe 

From the Atacama Desert in the Chilean Andes to the European 
Southern Observatory’s Very Large Telescope on Mount Paranal to 
deep inside an abandoned iron mine in Minnesota and to the East 
Antarctic Ice Sheet, Ananthaswamy weaves together stories about the 
people and places at the heart of this cosmological research.

A Physics World Book of the Year

‘A travelogue that celebrates the blood, sweat and tears that drive 
our understanding of the universe.’ Guardian

Reveals the bewildering neuroscience connecting brain, 
body, mind and society by examining a range of brain 

disorders in the tradition of Oliver Sacks

Ananthaswamy meets with those who suffer from “maladies of 
the self”, interviewing patients, psychiatrists, philosophers and 
neuroscientists to understand how our identities are changed by 
Asperger’s, autism, Alzheimer’s, epilepsy, schizophrenia, among 
many other mental conditions. The Man Who Wasn’t There is 
a magical mystery tour of scientific analysis and philosophical 
pondering, now utterly transformed by recent advances in cutting-
edge neuroscience.

‘A compelling and entertaining look at the last untapped mystery... 
science journalism at its best.’ 

Daniel J. Levitin, author of The Organized Mind
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FEBRUARY 2020
Popular Science / Maths * 198x129 mm * 304 pages 
9780715654026 * £9.99 * PB
Rights: World

A brilliantly original tour of numbers, and what makes them special

Did you know there are 17 possible types of symmetric wallpaper pattern? Do you know what 
‘casting out the nines’ is? Or why 88 is the fourth ‘untouchable’ number? Or how 7 is used to test 
for the onset of dementia?

Number fanatic Derrick Niederman has a mission to bring numbers to life. He explores the 
unique properties of the most exciting numbers from 1 to 200, wherever they may crop up: from 
mathematics to sport, from history to the natural world, from language to pop culture.

Packed with illustrations, amusing facts, puzzles, brainteasers and anecdotes, this is an enthralling 
and thought-provoking numerical voyage through the history of mathematics, investigating 
problems of logic, geometry and arithmetic along the way.

‘A hugely entertaining pick-and-mix of history, culture and mathematical puzzles.’ BBC Focus

‘Once you start reading it’s just like the number system itself – impossible to stop.’ Ian Stewart

Derrick Niederman is a mathematician turned investment writer. He is the author of several 
books on numbers and finance, including What the Numbers Say and The Inner Game of 
Investing. He has written a series of puzzle books and is a regular contributor of crossword 
puzzles to the New York Times.
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The timeless bestseller on how to live a slower, guilt-free life

A wry, witty antidote to the dizzying pace of the modern world and a refreshing, playful reminder to 
savour life’s simple pleasures. 

Lin Yutang’s prescription is a classic Chinese philosophy of life: revere inaction as much as action, 
invoke humour to maintain a healthy attitude, and never forget that there will always be plenty of fools 
around who are willing – indeed, eager – to be busy, to make themselves useful, and to exercise power 
while you bask in the simple joy of existence. 

‘A richly, enjoyably wise and suggestive book.’ New York Times

Lin Yutang was born in 1895 to a mission family and became one of the best-known Chinese 
scholars and writers, translating numerous ancient texts for a western audience. He was a linguist 
and philosopher, and his translations are world renowned.

JANUARY 2020
Philosophy / Self-help * 198x129 mm * 480 pages 
9781788420679 * £10.99 * PB
Rights: UK, IRE & CW excluding CAN
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The third and final instalment in the bestselling Country Doctor series 

Recently retired, Dr Sparrow reveals with refreshing candour and dark humour the most memorable 
experiences of his career as a rural GP.

From seeing a patient’s chiselled finger back on during a call-out, to the emergency countryside delivery 
inspired by James Herriot, to suddenly remembering the body left in the back of a Volvo, not to mention 
the small oversight that blew up the local crematorium, Dr Sparrow spares no blushes.
 
Dr Michael Sparrow charted an unconventional course from the immaturity and uncertainty 
of life as a medical student, through hospital jobs and a six-year spell in the Royal Air 
Force, to the immaturity and uncertainty of life as a rural GP. He lives on the Devon/Cornwall 
border, after retiring as the region’s longest serving GP.

JUNE 2020
Memoir / Medicine * 198x129 mm * 256 pages 
9781788420747 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: World



repeat pescription
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The new edition of the bestselling 
country doctor’s memoir – over 20,000 copies sold!

More tales from the surgery from 
the best-loved Country Doctor series

Have you ever had to decide what to do with an unidentified corpse by a 
Devonian cowshed when the herd is due in for milking? And how would 
you react if one of your patients was abducted by aliens? Dr Sparrow’s 
adventures would be utterly unbelievable were they not 100% true. His 
bedside manner may sometimes leave a little to be desired but, if you’re in 
dire straits, this doctor will have you in stitches.

 

Dr Sparrow is back, coping with more bizarre, macabre and hilarious 
situations, guiding us through the daily rounds of the weird and wonderful 
in his practice on the Devon/Cornwall border. What would you do if faced 
with the unsuccessful resuscitation of the wrong patient? Or being held at 
gunpoint as a suspected terrorist? Add to this, jets crashing on the runway, 
fleeting glimpses of the Royal Genitalia and the haunting tale of the suicidal 
stranger and an abducted child - and you will start to have some idea of the 
unpredictable life of Dr Sparrow.

APRIL 2020
Memoir / Medicine * 198x129 mm * 256 pages 
9781788420730 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: World

FEBRUARY 2020
Memoir / Medicine * 198x129 mm * 256 pages 
9781788420723 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: World



MARCH 2020
Biography / Politics * 198x129 mm * 368 pages 
9780715653999 * £12.99 * PB
Rights: UK, IRE & CW excluding CAN
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The most revealing biography of Angela Merkel, 
fully revised and expanded to reflect world events up to March 2020

The illuminating and in-depth biography of Angela Merkel, using exclusive new sources and research 
to tell how the daughter of a clergyman from East Germany rose to become arguably the most powerful 
politician in Europe.

Understanding Merkel is essential for anyone with an eye on current affairs. Qvortrup’s account is the story 
of a truly remarkable person, based on more than a decade’s worth of study and original archival research. 
It explores the cultural, historical and political influences that shaped Merkel’s character and combines the 
narrative of her life with a lively account of the history of Germany from 1945 to the present day.

’An excellent book.’ Simon Kuper, Financial Times

‘A biography that reads like an Icelandic saga.’ The Times

Matthew Qvortrup is a professor of political science at Coventry University’s Centre for Trust, 
Peace and Social Relations. He was educated at the University of Oxford and the London College 
of Law and has written for Bloomberg Businessweek, The Guardian and The Times. He also 
appears as a regular commentator for the BBC on both radio and television.
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The complete, heart-warming trilogy, now in a single volume of
John Bayley’s touching memoirs of his marriage to the great British novelist Iris Murdoch 

John Bayley was the person who knew Iris best. In celebration of their marriage, he wrote 
three memoirs about their forty-year relationship, detailing the ups and downs, including how 
Iris and all her brilliance would eventually succumb to dementia in her later years. The first 
book, Iris, was made into an Academy Award-winning film starring Judi Dench, followed by 
memoirs Iris and the Friends and Widower’s House. 

‘The greatest love story of our age.’ Observer
 

‘A unique glimpse into the alchemy of marriage… a work of art.’ 
Victoria Glendinning, Daily Telegraph

‘It is hard to do justice to the tenderness with which, in exquisite, 
measured prose and surprising detail, he evokes their marriage.’ Sunday Times

John Bayley CBE (1925-2015), was a British literary critic and the author of Alice, The 
Queer Captain, George’s Lair and The Red Hat. He was Warton Professor of English at 
Oxford University and was a fellow of St Catherine’s College.

APRIL 2020
Memoir * 216x135 mm * 512 pages 
9780715653968 * £14.99 * PB 
Rights: UK, IRE & CW excluding CAN

murdoch trilogy



The rise and fall of Ernst Hanfstaengl, confidant of Hitler, ally of Roosevelt

Ernst Hanfstaengl was court jester, pianist and foreign press chief for Hitler; he even claimed to 
have devised the chant of Sieg Heil. But when the two men fell out he fled to Britain where he 
was interned and transferred to America. There he worked as the star of Roosevelt’s ‘S-Project,’ 
informing on 400 leading Nazis and creating a detailed psychological portrait of Hitler.

Through newly declassified documents, interviews with surviving family members and original 
writings by Hanfstaengl himself, Peter Conradi recounts an extraordinary life.

‘Wholly entertaining.’ Observer

‘Conradi’s book fills in fascinating detail about this bizarre figure.‘ Financial Times

‘Valuable and entertaining.’ Sunday Times

Peter Conradi is the author of Iris Murdoch: A Life: The Authorized Biography and A Very 
English Hero: The Making of Frank Thompson. He is Europe Editor for the Sunday Times. He 
lives in Stockwell, in South London.

FEBRUARY 2020
Biography / Nazis * 198x129 mm * 368 pages 
9780715654019 * £9.99 * PB
Rights: UK, IRE & CW excluding CAN
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JUNE 2020
Biography / Royal * 198x129 mm * 192 pages 
9780715654002 * £9.99 * HB
Rights: World

The finest short life of the monarch, by the ‘founding father’ of 
contemporary royal biography – fully updated to within a month of publication

For more than thirty-five years Robert Lacey has been gathering stories from the members of the 
Queen’s inner circle - her friends, relatives, private secretaries and former prime ministers - and the 
results are distilled in this elegant hardback.

Tracing her life through its major stages, and uncovering her greatest personal loves and trials, A Brief 
Life of the Queen offers the freshness of the first-hand insights and compelling storytelling for which 
Robert Lacey’s bestselling biographies are renowned.

A succinct, personal and beautifully illustrated biography of Elizabeth II, who has managed to remain an 
enigma, despite being the most recognised woman in the world.

Robert Lacey is a British historian noted for his in-depth research and page-turning narrative 
style. He is the author of several international bestsellers including Majesty, The Kingdom: 
Arabia and the House of Saud and Great Tales from English History. He is the historical 
consultant to the award-winning Netflix series The Crown, and author of The Official 
Companion to the Crown.
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The bestselling, gripping crime novel publishing in a must-have 
20th anniversary edition – featuring new content by the author

Layer cake (n): a metaphor for the murky layers of the criminal world. 

Smooth-talking drug dealer X has a plan to quietly bankroll enough cash to retire before his thirtieth 
birthday. Operating under the polished veneer of a legitimate businessman, his mantra is to keep a 
low profile and run a tight operation until it’s time to get out. 

When kingpin Jimmy Price asks him to find the wayward daughter of a wealthy socialite who’s been 
running around with a cokehead, he accepts the job with the promise that after this he can leave 
the criminal world behind with Jimmy’s blessing. Oh, and he needs to find a buyer for two million 
ecstasy pills acquired by a crew of lowly, loud-mouth gangsters, the Yahoos. Simple enough, until 
an assassin named Klaus arrives to scratch him off his list, revealing this job is much more than 
it seems at first. 

From the glitz of the London club scene of the 1990’s to the underbelly of its criminal world, Layer 
Cake is the best in British crime fiction.

‘A storming piece of work.’ D. J. Taylor

‘Fast and funny and just frightening enough to make you sit up all night finishing the book.’ 
Independent on Sunday

JUNE 2020
Crime / Thriller * 198x129 mm * 352 pages 
9780715653647 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: UK, IRE & CW excluding CAN

14



JUNE 2020
Crime / Thriller * 198x129 mm * 448 pages 
9780715653654 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: UK, IRE & CW excluding CAN

The gripping sequel to the bestselling British crime classic 
Layer Cake publishing in a new 20th anniversary edition

Hiding out in the Caribbean until the heat dies down from his last job, X thinks it’s time to ditch the resort 
life and calls up his old friend Morty to plot his return to London. 

But he’s hardly stepped off the plane when his associates, Sonny King and Roy ‘Twitchy’ Burns, get on 
the wrong side of a feuding Venezuelan drug cartel on the hunt for a sensitive package. Suddenly he’s 
thrown into a stand-off between rival mobs and with so many players in the game it’s a tough job making 
out who wants to cut him a deal and who’s trying to kill him.

Darkly comic, fast-paced and full of twists Viva la Madness is packed with sex, scams, drugs and 
enough dirty money to fill a few offshore bank accounts.    

‘Fast, furious and funny.’ Guardian 

‘Terrific characters.’ Sunday Times

J.J. Connolly was raised and still lives in north-east London. He is the author of acclaimed 
bestseller Layer Cake, which he adapted into a blockbuster film for Sony Pictures and director 
Matthew Vaughn. He has since been working with Jason Statham on the TV adaptation of the 
sequel Viva la Madness, optioned by Sky TV.

15
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MARCH 2020
Historical Fiction * 198x129 mm * 304 pages 
9780715653555 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: World

Five siblings struggle to stay together 
as the tides of war threaten to tear them apart

What if everyone you loved was suddenly taken away? 

When Germany invades and occupies France in the Second World War, the five Laskowski children 
lose everything: their home, their Jewish community and most devastatingly their parents who 
are abducted in the night. There is no safe place left for them to evade the Nazis, but they cling 
together, never certain when the authorities will come for what is left of them. 

Inspired by the poignant, true story of the author’s mother, this moving historical novel conveys the 
hardship, the uncertainty and the impossible choices the Laskowski children were forced to make to 
survive the horrors of the Holocaust.   

Debra Barnes studied journalism and has been a regular contributor to the Jewish News. 
Since January 2017, she runs a project for The Association of Jewish Refugees (AJR) to 
produce individual life story books for Holocaust survivors and refugees. She has been 
interviewed by BBC Radio regarding her mother’s story and has had a short documentary 
made about her research. 
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MAY 2020
Historical Fiction * 198x129 mm * 304 pages 
9780715653890 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: World

THE TEMPLAR’S GARDEN – a young woman forced to fight for her beliefs... 
a chaplain with a secret that could determine the fate of a kingdom

England, 1452. Under the reign of King Henry VI the country is on the brink of civil war after the 
Hundred Years’ War.

Young mystic Lady Isabelle d’Albret Courteault’s family is forced to flee the Duchy of English Gascony 
for a new and unforeseeable life in England. While they become established in the courts, Lady Isabelle 
discovers dark secrets about their chaplain and tutor. As their growing relationship places her in harm’s 
way, can she remain steadfast in her promises to uphold the monarchy and her faith?  

Set amidst a period of grave uncertainty, this is the story of a woman learning to stand up for her 
beliefs in a patriarchal world - a beautifully crafted narrative of faith, love and grace.

‘Clover’s world is so vivid, nuanced and historically well-informed... This is a great debut.’ 
Benedict Warren, BBC Symphony Orchestra

Catherine Alette Clover completed her doctoral degree from Trinity College, Oxford and 
much of her research about the end of the Hundred Years’ War informs her trilogy. She 
has been published in the Sunday Times, the Guardian and the Irish Times and regularly 
contributes to radio and television. 
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APRIL 2020
Historical Fiction * 216x135 mm * 256 pages 
9780715653623 * £16.99 * HB
Rights: World

Comedy is the imitation of life and the mirror of society… 

Beneath the rotting floorboards of a ruined house, an 18th-century memoir is discovered. It reveals the 
life story of William Congreve, acclaimed English playwright and poet of the Restoration period. The lost 
manuscript is penned by his faithful servant, Jeremy, who explores memories of his former master and 
sketches the political backdrop of that crucial period in British history: the beginning of the Glorious 
Revolution and the fierce rivalry of a parliament divided.

Upon his death a monument in Stowe is erected to honour Mr Congreve. Atop a slender pyramid sits a 
monkey peering into a mirror, a court wit seeing reflected the ironies of polite society folding in on itself as 
Whigs and Tories feud with scant ground for compromise.

Through the prisms of memory and art, award-winning author John Spurling reimagines this tumultuous 
period and brings to life historical figures Dryden, Vanbrugh, Swift, Pope and Lady Mary Wortley Montagu 
as never before.

John Spurling is an award-winning author and a prolific playwright, whose plays have been 
performed on television, radio and stage, including at the National Theatre. He is a fellow of the 
Royal Society of Literature and the husband of Hilary Spurling.



THE SCHOOL OF LIFE is a global organisation helping people lead more 

fulfilled lives. To this end, it publishes books on the most important 

issues of cultural and emotional life. Its titles are designed to 

entertain, educate, console and transform. 

Duckworth Books represents The School of Life Press 

to the book trade.
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JANUARY 2020
Psychology / Self-help   * 177x128 mm * 160 pages 
9781912891153 * £10.00 * PB
Rights: UK & IRE

HOW TO GET ON WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES – an essential guide 
to navigating the complexities of professional relationships

Our colleagues can be the sources of our greatest joys and triumphs: they compensate for our 
weaknesses, enlarge our strengths and aggregate our energies. However, working successfully around 
others is neither intuitive nor simple: it requires us to communicate effectively, to understand our own 
minds and blind spots, to master our emotions and to see the world through others’ perspectives. 

This book compresses our learning into a series of lessons on workplace psychology. The result is 
nothing less than an essential guide to more profitable, harmonious and happier organisations.

Explores twelve challenging types of behaviour we may be faced with 
in the office, including defensiveness, over-optimism and immaturity.

The Emot ional ly 
In te l l igent  Of f ice 
9780995753587



21

JANUARY 2020
Psychology / Self-help * 177x128 mm * 160 pages 
9781912891139 * £10.00 * PB
Rights: UK & IRE

 HOW TO THINK MORE EFFECTIVELY – a guide to identifying, 
nurturing and growing our insight and creativity for more effective thinking

We know that our minds are capable of great things because, every now and then, they come out with 
a very brilliant idea or two. However, our minds are also tantalisingly unpredictable, spending worryingly 
large stretches of time idling or distracting themselves. 

This is a book about how to optimise these beautiful yet fitful instruments so that they can more regularly 
and generously produce the sort of insights and ideas we need to fulfil our potential – and achieve the 
contentment we deserve. We learn – among other things – how to grasp fragile and flighty thoughts 
before they disappear through anxiety and fear, at what times of day to try to work and for how long, 
how to make use of our boredom and instincts – and how to overcome timid and predictable approaches 
to the largest problems.

Each chapter focuses on a different style of effective thinking, including: 
Cumulative Thinking, Empathetic Thinking and Sceptical Thinking.

Think ing & Eat ing
9781912891023
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JANUARY 2020
Psychology / Self-help * 222x155 mm * 188 pages 
9781912891269 * £15.00 * HB
Rights: UK & IRE

THE COUPLE’S WORKBOOK – therapeutic exercises 
to help couples nurture patience, forgiveness and humour 

Here is a workbook containing the very best exercises that any couple can undertake to help their 
relationship function optimally; exercises to foster understanding, patience, forgiveness, humour and 
resilience in the face of the many hurdles that invariably arise when you try to live with someone else for 
the long term. Couples are guided to have particular conversations, analyse their feelings, explain parts 
of themselves to one another and undertake rituals that clear the air and help recover hope and passion. 
The goal is always to unblock channels of feeling and improve communication. Not least, doing exercises 
together is – at points – simply a lot of fun.

Heartbreak 
9781912891016

Dat ing 
9781912891047

Affa i rs 
9781912891054

Arguments 
9781912891115



MARCH 2020
Chidren’s Reference * 246x180 mm 
156 pages * 100 colour illustrations
9781912891191 * £18.00 * HB
Rights: UK & IRE

HAPPY, HEALTHY MINDS – an essential guide to 
help children become more aware of their emotional needs  

This book examines a range of everyday topics that might give children’s minds difficulties, for example: 
when parents don’t seem to understand us; when we fall out with friends; when school feels boring or 
difficult; when we’re too busy and get overwhelmed; when our phones create trouble; when we feel sad, 
bored, anxious or fed up with things.  

As an atlas to a child’s mind, we explore a range of common scenarios encountered by young children 
and talk about some of the very best ideas to help deal with them. By offering a sympathetic and 
supportive framework, we encourage children to open up, explore their own feelings and face the 
dilemmas of growing up armed with emotional intelligence.

23

Big  Ideas for  Cur ious Minds 
9781999747145

What  Can I  Do When I  Grow Up? 
9781912891207 



How to Get Married
HB  9781999747114 

The School of Life Dictionary 
HB  9780995753594 

Self-Knowledge
HB  9780995753501  

On Confidence
HB  9780995573673 

What is Psychotherapy
HB  9781999747176  

How to Find Love
HB  9780995573697

Why You Will Marry the Wrong Person
HB  9780995573628

Relationships
HB  9780993538742

Great Thinkers
HB  9780993538704 

The Meaning of Life
HB  9780995753549

Small Pleasures 
HB  9780993538735 



Guide to Modern Manners 
HB  9781912891146 

Who Am I?
HB  9781912891085

Why We Hate Cheap Things
HB  9780995573635

How to Reform Capitalism
HB  9780995753570

What is Culture For?
HB  9780995753532

Sex
HB  9780993538766

The Sorrows of Work
HB  9780995753518

The Sorrows of Love
HB  9780995753525

Calm
HB  9780993538728

On Being Nice
HB  9780995573642 

A Job to Love
HB  9780993538759

Things Never to Tell Children
HB  9780995573680 
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APRIL 2020
Psychology / Self-help * 160x190 mm * 112 pages 
9781912891214 * £15.00 * HB
Rights: UK & IRE

ANXIETY – a guide to our anxious minds; 
offering a route to calm, self-compassion and mental well-being 

Far more than we tend to realise, we’re all – in private – deeply anxious. There is so much that worries 
us across our days and nights: whether our hopes will come true, whether others will like us, whether the 
people we care about will be OK, whether we can escape humiliation and grief... 

Anxiety is deeply normal and, like so much else that troubles our minds, it can be understood and brought 
under our control. We all deserve to wake up every day without a sense of foreboding. This is a guide to 
anxiety: why we feel it, how we experience it when it strikes and what we can do when we come under its 
influence. Across a series of essays that look at the subject from a number of angles, the tone is helpful, 
compassionate and in the best sense practical. We have suffered for too long under the rule of anxiety. 
Here – at last – is a pathway to a calmer, more compassionate and more light-hearted future.

Chapters explore 18 varieties of anxiety, including: Trauma & Anxiety, 
Friendship & Anxiety and Happiness & Anxiety. Plus practical exercises 
for self-reflection to help calm and unburden the mind.

Insomnia
9781999917975



FARRAGO publishes fiction to make you smile, with books that tickle 

your funny bone. We make sure that, once you’ve found one funny book, 

there’s a whole series to enjoy. Farrago readers can trust us to bring 

them new series to keep the laughter going all year long.
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JANUARY 2020
Crime & Mystery * 198x129 mm * 224 pages 
9781788422277 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: World 

Dry humour is raised to a fine art by Inspector Pel, the heir to Simenon’s Maigret.  

The first of Mark Hebden’s Inspector Pel crime novels investigates the murder of Madame Chenandier, 
demolished with a heavy instrument. It is a puzzling case. The body has been battered, as if by a 
lunatic. There are some obvious suspects, yet the clothes of none of them show any signs of blood. 
Moody, irascible, sharp-tongued, worrying constantly about his health, Inspector Evariste Clovis Désiré 
Pel knows there is something about the case he ought to understand but it constantly eludes him, until 
another murder suddenly makes things clear.

‘Pel and his procedurals are some of the best things since Maigret.’ Observer

‘Written with downbeat humour and some delightful dialogue.’ Financial Times

‘Impeccable French ambience, unexaggerated flics, and a well-constructed 
solution. Hebden proves again that few understand Gallic cops better.’ The Times

Mark Hebden was one of the pen names of novelist John Harris, who died in 1991. Before becoming 
a full-time writer, he was a sailor, an airman, a journalist, a travel courier and a history teacher.



JANUARY 2020
Crime & Mystery * 198x129 mm * 224 pages 
9781788422291 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: World 

JANUARY 2020
Crime & Mystery * 198x129 mm * 224 pages 
9781788422338 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: World

JANUARY 2020
Crime & Mystery * 198x129 mm * 224 pages 
9781788422314 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: World

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR
9781788422352

PEL AND THE STAGHOUND

9781788422376
PEL AND THE BOMBERS

9781788422390
PEL AND THE PREDATORS

9781788422437
PEL AND THE PIRATES

9781788422413
PEL AND THE PROWLER

9781788422451
PEL AND THE PARIS MOB
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FEBRUARY 2020 
Crime & Mystery * 198x129 mm * 198 pages 
9781788422475 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: UK, IRE & CW excluding CAN

Quiet humour and rural small-town crime characterise the acclaimed Lucian Wing series

Lucian Wing is an experienced, practical man who enforces the law in his patch of the countryside with a 
steady hand and a generous tolerance. But when the locals start to send things awry, Wing must call on all 
the personal resources he has cultivated during his working life: patience, tact, and - especially - humour. 

A beautifully crafted novel of wry humour that will appeal to fans of Cormac McCarthy or Annie Proulx.

’Castle Freeman writes with both wit and a deep understanding of the human psyche.’ Guardian

‘Shares many small-town, big-crime themes with Cormac McCarthy... 
it is impossible not to appreciate this spare, meditative and seamlessly crafted novel.’ The Times

Castle Freeman is the author of seven novels, including the critically acclaimed Go With Me, which 
has been made into a film starring Anthony Hopkins, as well as two short-story collections. He has 
lived in rural Vermont since 1975.



Praise for Castle Freeman’s novels:

‘Freeman - like Cormac McCarthy, like Annie Proulx - shows us the awkward 
realness of lives, and does it with humour, with wry perception, with great style.’ R. J. Ellory

‘A thoroughly enjoyable read from the ever-inventive Freeman.’ Booklist

‘Castle Freeman packs more story into 160 pages than some authors could fit into twice as many.’ USA Today

ALSO BY THE AUTHOR

MARCH 2020
Crime & Mystery * 198x129 mm * 192 pages 
9781788422499 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: UK, IRE & CW excluding CAN

JANUARY 2020
Crime & Mystery * 198x129 mm * 176 pages
9781788422574 * £8.99 * PB
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Go With Me    
9781788422598

Devil in the Valley 
9781788422611
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Book 1 in the Dover series featuring the most idle and avaricious 

hero in all of crime fiction. Why should he even be bothered to solve the case?

For its own very good reasons, Scotland Yard sends Dover off to remote Creedshire to investigate the 
disappearance of a young housemaid, Juliet Rugg.

Though there’s every cause to assume that she has been murdered – she gave her favours freely and 
may even have stooped to a bit of blackmail – no body is to be found. Weighing in at sixteen stone, she 
couldn’t be hard to overlook.

But where is she? And why should Dover, of all people, be called upon to find her? Or, for that matter, 
even bother to solve the damned case?

‘Joyce Porter is a joy... Dover is unquestionably 
the most entertaining detective in fiction.’ Guardian

Joyce Porter was born in Cheshire, England and educated at King’s College, London. In 1949 
she joined the Women’s Royal Air Force, and, on the strength of an intensive course in Russian, 
qualified for confidential work in intelligence. Porter became best known for her series of novels 
featuring Detective Inspector Wilfred Dover.



FEBRUARY 2020
Crime & Mystery * 198x129 mm * 272 pages 
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FEBRUARY 2020
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9781788422079 * £8.99 * PB
Rights: World

FEBRUARY 2020
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9781788422086
DOVER GOES TO POTT

9781788422093
DOVER STRIKES AGAIN

9781788422109
 IT ’S  MURDER WITH DOVER 

9781788422116
DOVER AND THE CLARET TAPPERS

9781788422123
DEAD EASY FOR DOVER 

9781788422130
DOVER BEATS THE BAND

9781788422147
DOVER: THE COLLECTED SHORT STORIES 
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FEBRUARY 2020
Crime & Mystery * 198x129 mm * 240 pages 
9781788421874 * £7.99 * PB
Rights: World 

Join the No.2 Feline Detective Agency for a spooky winter mystery 

The town is gripped by a big freeze, and blizzards have left shops and businesses snowbound. Hettie 
Bagshot and Tilly Jenkins have found sanctuary by their fireside but soon they are called to investigate 
the disappearance of the town’s kittens as – one by one – they are taken in the snow.

Who are the strange cats living in Wither-Fork Woods? Will the ancient prophecy of the Ice Maid’s Tail 
come true? And can Hettie and Tilly defrost the fish fingers in time for tea? Wrap up warm for this latest 
frost-biting case for The No.2 Feline Detective Agency.

‘Mandy Morton’s series is both charming and whimsical.’ Barry Forshaw

Mandy Morton began her professional life as a musician. More recently, she has worked as an arts 
journalist for national and local radio. She lives with her partner in Cambridge and Cornwall, where 
there is always a place for a long-haired tabby cat. 

Magica l  Mystery  Paws
9781788420983

Beyond the Gravy 
9781788421003
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 Reality TV turns deadly in Cherry Hinton’s first case

When Kenny Thorpe, a contestant on Expose TV’s Big Blubber, is murdered in front of 3 million viewers, 
the case seems pretty watertight. After all, everyone saw Martin do it – didn’t they?

Cherry Hinton should be the ideal person to investigate, but after being humiliated on dating show 
Caravan of Love and fired from her job as a reporter, she’s trying to forget reality TV altogether.

But when Kenny’s sister confronts Cherry with new evidence, her world is turned upside down and her 
new career as Cherry P.I. begins.

Jennifer Stone was born in Essex and spent her formative years enjoying the delights of the 
multiple night clubs and alcopop-swigging opportunities available. She is currently head of English 
at a boarding school in Suffolk and has just completed her MA in Creative Writing (Crime) at UEA.
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A mystery lands – literally – at Tom Winscombe’s feet, 
and another riotous mathematical adventure begins…

Tom and Lucy’s outing to a Promenade Concert is cut short when a mysterious cowled figure plummets 
to the floor close to where they are standing. 

Just who are the Fractal Monks, and what does Isaac, last of the Vavasors, want with them? How will 
other figures from the past also demand a slice of the action? And what other mysteries are lurking 
at the bottom of the sea and at the top of mountains? The answers lie in The Riddle of Fractal Monks.

‘Funny, clever, and sometimes brilliantly daft. A comedy that I am sure would have made Pythagoras, 
Archimedes and Douglas Adams all laugh out loud.’ Scott Pack (on The Truth About Archie and Pye)

Jonathan Pinnock is the author of Mrs Darcy versus the Aliens, the Scott Prize-winning short 
story collection Dot Dash, the memoir Take it Cool and a poetry collection Love and Loss and 
Other Important Stuff.
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The Truth About Archie and Pye
 9781788421089

A Quest ion of  Trust 
9781788421522
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Can two ordinary boys from the 
Home Counties take on the cut-throat world of rock ’n’ roll? 

Chris and George are best friends, and they want to be rockstars. Unfortunately, a childhood spent 
playing in the school orchestra has left them a little fluffy around the edges, and at the age of 23, their 
acoustic duo Satellite doesn’t resemble Bon Jovi nearly as much as they’d planned. So how can two 
ordinary boys take on the cut-throat world of rock ’n’ roll?

They’re just going to have to fake it.

Funny, uplifting, and inspired by the tour diaries of the author’s band The Lightyears, Mockstars is a 
coming-of-age story about friendship and chasing the rock ’n’ roll dream.

‘Very funny… Induced three inner chuckles and one belly laugh in just over four minutes.’ 
Kevin Sampson, author of Powder

‘Finally, a rock ’n’ roll novel that people can properly relate to.’ Ciaran Jeremiah, The Feeling

Chris Russell is a writer and musician based in London. Since forming The Lightyears he has 
toured the world, and played everywhere in the UK from Wembley Stadium to Glastonbury Festival. 
Chris is also the author of a successful series of novels for young adults: Songs About a Girl, Songs 
About a Boy and Songs About Us.
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If you go down to the woods today, be sure of a big surprise

The Battle of Nearby Village is over, and deep in the Darkwood, Gretel and her friends are seeking new 
allies in their fight against the huntsmen. They find Gilde the Bear Witch, a Werewolf named Scarlett and 
a winged man named Hex – but are they friends or foes? Meanwhile, Hansel and Daisy are off to the 
Citadel, where they are swiftly caught up in a political battle endangering the whole country.

Venture into the Darkwood in this modern fairy tale that will bewitch adults and younger readers alike.

‘Gabby is one of the funniest writers I know.’ 
Sarah Millican, comedian and author of How to Be Champion

Gabby Hutchinson Crouch (Horrible Histories, The News Quiz, The Now Show) has a background in 
satire, and believes this is an important time to explore themes of authoritarianism and intolerance 
in fiction. Born in Wales, Gabby moved to Canterbury to study at the University of Kent and now lives 
there with her family.
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Th ings  We D idn ’ t  Ta lk 
About  When I  Was  a  G i r l
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Ef f i e
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9781788421614
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