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Duckworth, founded in 1898, remains one of the
oldest British imprints under independent ownership.

Through its history, Duckworth has published renowned authors
including Virginia Woolf, D. H. Lawrence, Anthony Powell,

Evelyn Waugh, Charlotte Mew, Oliver Sacks,
Beryl Bainbridge and Penelope Fitzgerald. 

Our mission is still to seek out and publish brilliant books 
for curious, independent minds. We hope you enjoy

our selection for spring 2025.



JANUARY

3

Catastrophe 
Ethics

Travis Rieder

16 January 2025
ISBN 9780715655634
Popular philosophy
336 pages | £10.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  UKC ex Can

PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

In a globalised world hurtling towards
environmental destruction, how do
we determine the right actions? Do our
individual efforts to avoid air travel or drive 
electric cars make any real difference?

We urgently need to expand our ethical 
toolkit to tackle such huge, collective 
problems. From small stuff like single-use 
plastics to major decisions like whether to 
have children, philosopher Travis Rieder 
defines exactly how we can change our 
thinking and lead a decent, meaningful life 
in a scary, complicated world. 

A thought-provoking answer to 
the burning question: how should 
we act in the climate emergency?

2

JANUARY

Travis Rieder is Associate Professor of
Philosophy and Bioethics at Johns Hopkins
University, and has written for Psychology Today 
and the New York Times. His first book was
In Pain and his TED Talk has been viewed 2.5m 
times. Catastrophe Ethics is his second book.

@TNREthx

travisrieder.com

‘A must-read for anyone who cares
about doing good in the world’

Anna Lembke
How to be Good in a World 
Gone Bad

Standard
Deviations

Gary Smith

27 February 2025
ISBN 9780715655238
Popular economics
304 pages | £10.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  UKC ex Can

PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

Today data is so plentiful and our 
reliance on computer analysis and AI 
so entrenched that we spend little time 
distinguishing between good, meaningful 
deductions and complete rubbish – 
sometimes with damaging outcomes. 

Not only do researchers and even bad 
actors use statistical data to fool us, but we 
even fool ourselves. In this fully updated 
edition of his acclaimed and accessible 
book, economics expert Gary Smith 
demonstrates the tricks and traps we so 
often fall into, and how to avoid them.

Demystifying the science behind 
the statistics, including scrutiny of 
emerging AI and Big Data

Gary Smith studied and taught at Yale
and is now Professor of Economics at
Pomona College, California. His research
has appeared in the New York Times,
Wall Street Journal, Forbes and Wired.

garysmithn.com

‘Demystifies and illuminates... a must for 
the new data-driven economy’

The Times
The truth about flawed statistics, 
AI and Big Data



MARCH

5

Eliza Mace

Sarah Burton, Jem Poster

6 February 2025
ISBN 9780715655146
Historical fiction
304 pages | £9.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World English

PAPERBACK | FICTION

The Welsh borders, 1870s: on the cusp
of adulthood and stuck in a small town,
Eliza Mace is thwarted by those who
conspire to protect, control and deceive
her. But when her father goes missing
in mysterious circumstances, Eliza’s 
determination to uncover the truth is 
unstoppable.

Joining forces with the charismatic new
police constable, Dafydd Pritchard, she 
sets out to solve the case. But as she 
searches for evidence, Eliza exposes 
dark secrets that threaten to tear her 
world apart...

A twisty Victorian mystery
featuring quick-witted detective 
Eliza Mace

4

FEBRUARY

Sarah Burton has published several books,
including the HWA Debut Crown-shortlisted
The Strange Adventures of H.

Jem Poster is the author of two acclaimed
historical novels, Courting Shadows and Rifling
Paradise, and co-author with Sarah of a guide 
for fiction writers. They live in the Welsh borders.

‘A detective you’ll love and a
mystery you’ll want to solve’

Louise Davidson, author of
The Fortunes of Olivia Richmond

An Eliza Mace Mystery

In Green

Louis D. Hall

13 March 2025
ISBN 9781914613838
Memoir
288 pages | £18.99
Demy hardback
Territories:  World

HARDBACK | NON-FICTION

Channelling Don Quixote, twenty-six-
year-old Louis D. Hall decided that he
needed to take a very long ride on an
unknown horse on forgotten mountain paths. 

The result is this glorious piece of rich, 
romantic travel writing, which takes the 
reader along old paths into ancient 
villages, sharing rural homes and stables 
of farmers and shepherds in the Ligurian 
Alps, Pyrenees, Basque Country and 
Galician coast.

In Green is an incredible account from a 
brilliant new talent, written in lush, comic 
prose that evokes classic writers such as 
Cervantes, Laurie Lee and Bruce Chatwin.

An exquisite coming-of-age jouney 
through the hills and mountains of 
Italy, France and Spain

Louis D. Hall first encountered the connecting 
powers of the horse on a trip to northern
Mongolia, aged eighteen. Since, he as laid 
the foundation for The Big Hoof, a mental 
health charity that creates long distance rides. 
Louis grew up in Scotland and now lives
between Kyiv, Oxford and Amsterdam. He 
has been working for NGOInsulate Ukraine.

louisdhall.com

Two Horses, Two Strangers,
2,000 Miles from Mountain to Sea



FALL OF CIVILIZATIONS

7

Fall of
Civilizations

Paul Cooper

10 April 2025
ISBN 9780715655481
History
544 pages | £12.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World ex US/Can

PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

Fall of Civilizations explores how a range
of ancient societies rose to sophistication,
and what tipped them over into collapse.

We journey from the great empires of
Mesopotamia to those of Vijayanagara
in Asia and Songhai in West Africa; from
Byzantium to Central America; from
Roman Britain to Rapa Nui.

With meticulous research and breathtaking 
storytelling, Paul Cooper evokes their
majesty and jeopardy, and asks what
it might have felt like for those alive at the
time to witness the end of their world...

Landmark ancient world history 
from the creator of the Top Ten 
podcast

6

APRIL

Paul Cooper is the author of two historical
novels, River of Ink and All Our Broken Idols. He
writes, produces and hosts the Top Ten podcast
Fall of Civilizations, which launched in late 2018.

‘Cooper is a phenomenon... a gifted collector of historical jigsaw pieces. 
[He] addresses a new public in new ways, through a mastery of

anecdotage and accessible storytelling’

Max Hastings, Sunday Times

Stories of Greatness and Decline

paulmmcooper.com

@paulmmcooper

The Fall of Civilizations
podcast has over

100 million downloads
and over 1.2 million

subscribers

Fall of Civilizations podcast

@PaulMMCooper

‘Eminently readable... one can almost hear the spoken word
as one reads. Yet Cooper has built his narrative out of

close reading of the original sources’

David Abulafia, Spectator

‘Paul Cooper’s histories of fallen civilizations are brilliantly written:
clear, compelling, and ultimately chilling... Full of fascinating detail

and nuanced findings, you need to read this book’

Cal Flyn, author of Islands of Abandonment

A typical Assyrian carving, showing the destruction of a rival city.



A Year Among Weeds

Anna Chapman Parker

‘A beautiful, quiet,
achingly tender book’

Kerri ní Dochartaigh

‘a balm to the soul’
Vicky MacKenzie

Understorey

Anna Chapman Parker

1 May 2025
ISBN 9780715655689
Nature & art
288 pages | £10.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  UKC ex Can

PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

In Understorey, artist and writer Anna 
Chapman Parker records in prose and 
stunning original line drawings a year 
spent looking closely at weeds. In gardens 
or on verges, weeds offer a year-round 
spectacle of wildlife.

The benefits of being among greenery
are well known, but what exactly are these 
vaguely familiar shapes that accompany
our every step, yet pass beneath our 
notice? How and when do they emerge, 
bloom and subside, and what would it 
mean to notice them?

A stunning account of a year 
spent observing weeds

8

MAY

Anna Chapman Parker is a writer, teacher 
and artist specialising in drawing. She trained 
at the University of Edinburgh and Wimbledon 
College of Art. Recent collaborations include 
Edinburgh Festival of Art, National Galleries 
of Scotland and the National Trust. She lives in 
Berwick-on-Tweed. Understorey is her first book.

A Year Among Weeds

annachapman.co.uk

@annachapmanparker

9

MAY

Bread
and War

Felicity Spector

1 May 2025
ISBN 9781914613784
Food & travel
288 pages | £19.99
Demy hardback
Territories:  World English

HARDBACK | NON-FICTION

In Bread and War, Felicity Spector has 
created acompelling account of feeding, 
eating and resistance in wartime Ukraine.

From the military kitchens which cook for 
soldiers and volunteers, to the chefs who 
shifted from fine dining to turning out hot 
meals and loaves of bread for families in 
need – food has become a central part 
of Ukraine’s war effort.

Food is a weapon, a lifeline, a means 
of survival. For the millions of people 
who’ve been forced from their homes, 
it’s also a powerful symbol of national 
identity and memory.

Powerfully moving reportage about 
the volunteers and professionals 
who keep a country at war fed 

Felicity Spector is a senior producer for 
Channel 4 News. She has been a television 
journalist for thirty-four years, starting her 
career covering the fall of the Communist bloc 
and the end of the old Soviet Union. She has 
built a following of more than 130k with
fascinating accounts ofher after-work
adventures in restaurants and home baking.

fspector.substack.com

A Ukrainian Story of Food,
Bravery and Hope

@felicityspector
@FelicitySpector

‘A beautiful, quiet,
achingly tender book’

Kerri ní Dochartaigh



MAY

10

Coming Home
Brittney Griner
with Michelle Burford

15 May 2025
ISBN 9781914613777
Sports biography
320 pages | £11.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  UKC ex Can

PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

From the nine-time women’s basketball icon 
and three-time Olympic gold medallist, 
a uniquely compelling story of resilience, 
forgiveness and strength.

On 17 February 2022, Brittney Griner 
arrived in Moscow ready to spend the 
WNBA offseason playing for the Russian 
women’s basketball team. Instead, a
security checkpoint became her gateway 
to hell when she was arrested for mistakenly 
carrying medically prescribed hash oil.

Brittney’s world was violently upended 
in a crisis she has never spoken in detail 
about publicly – until now.

The gripping true story of the 
Olympic champion who was
unjustly imprisoned in Russia

Brittney Griner is an American professional 
basketball player. She is a three-time Olympic 
gold medallist and was additionally named 
one of the100 Most Influential People in the 
World by Time magazine.

‘What an incredible story, what an 
incredible human being’

Glennon Doyle, author of Untamed

@brittneyyevettegriner
@brittneygriner

JUNE

A Ride Across 
America

Simon Parker

19 June 2025
ISBN 9781914613876
Travel
320 pages | £11.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World

PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

As a child, Simon Parker had always 
thought of America as the golden land. 
A place of adventure, culture, innovation, 
progress and independence. Frustrated 
by the shallow headlines focusing only on 
Trump, guns and divisions, Simon decided 
that to better understand the USA he 
would have to travel across it, slowly.

A fascinating and frequently funny tale of 
one man cycling the breadth of America.

Compelling, funny and highly
topical account of a bike ride 
through the heartlands of America

Simon Parker is a British travel writer,
author, filmmaker, public speaker and
broadcast journalist, working across a wide 
range of themes and subjects. His first book 
was 2022’s Riding Out. 

simonwparker.co.uk

‘Parker magnificently chronicles the 
America he encounters, a divided, 

disfranchised collection of states he fears 
for but comes to love for their generosity, 

community spirit and sense of hope’

ObserverA 4,000-Mile Adventure through 
the Small Towns and Big Issues of 
the USA

11

@simonwiparker
@SimonWIParker



September is a list of intelligent and beautifully
produced non-fiction and fiction. Founded in 2014

and becoming an imprint of Duckworth Books in 2024,
our focus is on titles that transform readers’ worlds. 

Books in which to lose yourself... and find yourself.
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JANUARY

The Spirituality 
Gap

Abi Milar

16 January 2025
ISBN 9780715655153
Spirituality
304 pages | £14.99
Demy paperback original
Territories:  World

PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | NON-FICTION

Abi Millar is looking for something. She 
grew up in an evangelical church, but 
after she lost her faith she found herself 
searching for spirituality in other places. 

The Spirituality Gap follows Abi as she 
receives a shamanic healing, drinks
ayahuasca, delves into astrology and 
attends an atheist church. Written with 
great warmth, curiosity and humour, it 
explores our post-religious world, asking: 
how can we embrace ritual in our own 
lives even if we are wary of religion?

A warm, curious and thoughtful 
exploration of modern spirituality

Abi Millar is a journalist and author living in 
London. She studied English at Cambridge
University and science journalism at City
University London. She has written for Elle,
Harpers Bazaar, New Statesman and Vice.
She is also a yoga teacher. The Spirituality Gap 
is her first book.  

abimillar.substack.com

Searching for Meaning in
a Secular Age

FEBRUARY

15

Grandparenting

Terri Apter

13 February 2025
ISBN 9780715655740
Psychology
288 pages | £14.99
Demy paperback original
Territories:  World English

PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | NON-FICTION

The birth of a grandchild is a cause for 
celebration. But when a child becomes a 
parent themselves, existing family structures 
are radically altered. 

In this warm, wise guide to being a modern 
grandparent, leading psychologist Terri Apter 
examines the crucial and changing role 
that this generation plays in our society. This 
book is for grandparents and their adult 
children as they reimagine their relationships 
with each other, and become the best 
parents – and grandparents – that they 
can be.

How to become the best
grandparent – and parent – you 
can be

Terri Apter is a psychologist and writer. Her 
writing has appeared in the Guardian, the 
TLS, the Financial Times, the New York Times 
Book Review and the Psychologist, and she 
is a regular blogger for Psychology Today. 
Raised in Chicago, she moved to the UK to 
study at Edinburgh University and Cambridge 
University, where she has worked ever since. 

terriapter.com

On Love and Relationships
Across Generations

@abi_millar
@abimillarwrites

@TerriApter
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FEBRUARY

If Women 
Rose Rooted

Sharon Blackie

6 February 2025
ISBN 9781912836017
Self-development
416 pages | £11.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World

PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

A transformative quest for women to
find their place in the world, drawing 
inspiration from the wise and powerful 
women in native mythology, and
guidance from contemporary role
models who have re-rooted themselves
in land and community and taken
responsibility for shaping the future.

Beautifully written, honest and moving, 
If Women Rose Rooted is a passionate 
song to a different kind of femininity, a 
rallying, feminist cry for the rewilding 
of womanhood; reclaiming our role as 
guardians of the land.

A life-changing journey from the 
wasteland of modern society to a 
place of nourishment and connection

Dr Sharon Blackie is an award-winning 
writer, psychologist and mythologist. Her work 
is focused on the development of the mythic 
imagination, and on the relevance of myth, fairy 
tales and folk traditions to the personal, cultural 
and environmental problems we face today.

sharonblackie.net

A Life-changing Journey to
Authenticity and Belonging 

9781914613319

Also by Sharon Blackie

9781912836444

@sharonblackiemythmakings
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Reader reviews

‘Bone shaking. Worldview shattering. Empowering’

‘Life changing. This book can be life changing’

‘I’m hoping this book will become the anthem of our generation
encouraging all women to surrender to the earth’s intelligence

and rise up, rooted, like trees’

‘Every woman needs to read this book. It will speak to your soul,
it will stir up your long forgotten ancestral wisdom. It will have you

connecting with instincts you didn’t realise were divine, or it will
cement the notion that you are on the right path’

‘An incredibly deep and thought provoking book...  Essential reading
for all women, whatever their background or status’

‘I don’t care who you are – please read this book to feel grounded
on your path, wherever it may be taking you’

‘Profound, reflective and transformative’

‘One word: Impactful’

‘A beautiful and life-encompassing read’

IF WOMEN ROSE ROOTED
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MARCH

While the
Music Lasts

Emily MacGregor

27 March 2025
ISBN 9781914613630
Memoir/music
320 pages | £20
Demy hardback
Territories:  UKC ex Can

HARDBACK | NON-FICTION

When her father dies, music historian and 
trombonist Dr Emily MacGregor finds that 
music has become too much. Listening, 
let alone playing, is too difficult to cope 
with. This is problematic given that she 
is a broadcaster, writer and academic 
working with classical music.

But the loss of her father – and a lifetime 
of pleasure in music – leads her on a 
journey of discovery.

An erudite, lyrical and healing account of 
rediscovering the purpose of making and 
participating in music.   

A moving account of making and 
listening to music and its role and 
impact on grief

Dr Emily MacGregor is a writer, broadcaster 
and music historian. She features regularly on 
BBC Radio 3 and 4, and has written for the 
Guardian. She has a doctorate from Oxford 
University and subsequent research positions 
at Harvard University and King’s College 
London, where she’s currently based.

emilymacgregor.co.uk

A Memoir of Music, Grief and Joy

@e_macgregor
@emjmacgregor

MARCH

19

Any Human 
Power
Manda Scott

6 March 2025
ISBN 9781914613692
Fantasy
388 pages | £9.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World

PAPERBACK | FICTION

From the much-loved author of mythic, 
page-turning, world-building thrillers 
comes this present-day story of three 
generations thrown to the forefront of 
a political crisis and the uprising that 
follows.

Virtual and real violence stalk the family’s 
every move, yet between them their skills 
include digital mastery, political edge 
and roots sunk deep into the old, wild 
myths of the land. In the combination of 
these they might just find the key to the 
transformation they yearn for.

A thrilling, new speculative fantasy 
from the Sunday Times bestselling 
author

Manda Scott has been a veterinary surgeon, 
novelist, columnist and is now also a podcaster. 
She’s been shortlisted for the Orange Prize, an 
Edgar and the Saltire Award, and has won the 
McIlvanney Prize. She’s host of the Accidental 
Gods podcast and co-creator of the Thrutopia 
Masterclass. Scottish born, she lives with her 
wife in the borderlands of Wales.

mandascott.co.uk

‘Instantly immersive and compelling, rich 
and strange, human and humane, and most 

of all inspiring… an extraordinary story’

Lee Child

@MandaScott
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MAY

Children of
the Volcano 

Ros Belford

22 May 2025
ISBN 9781914613807
Travel memoir
288 pages | £11.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World

PAPERBACK | NON-FICTION

Reeling from a broken relationship, Ros 
Belford decides the best chance she has 
of healing and giving her daughters a 
childhood to remember is to move to
Italy and live by the sea.

Full of humanity, vitality, honesty and 
optimism, Children of the Volcano is for 
anyone unwilling to give up dreams
of adventure and excitement simply
because of parenthood, lack of money
and not getting things right the first time.

An uplifting, humorous memoir of 
a mother building a new life on a 
beautiful Sicilian island

Ros Belford spends her time between Selina, 
Siracusa and Cambridge and is the author 
of numerous guidebooks to Italy, Sicily and 
the Mediterranean. She has written articles 
on travel and food for many magazines and 
newspapers and is the Telegraph’s Sicilian 
travel expert. 

rosbelford.com

Finding Freedom and Making
a Home for Three in Sicily

@ros.belford

‘As fresh and as sharp as a salted caper, 
and as warm as the Sicilian sun. Beautiful 
prose and a brilliantly adventurous story’

Susan Smillie, author of The Half Bird

21

JUNE

The
Articulations
Eliza Henry-Jones

12 June 2025
ISBN 9781914613852
Modern & contemporary fiction
356 pages | £18.99
Demy hardback
Territories:  UKC ex ANZ & Can

HARDBACK | FICTION

Aged six years old, Lucien goes to live 
with his mother’s best friend in her flat 
above the flower shop. His father, a 
writer, awaits trial for the murder of his 
mother. Feral and frightened but now with 
a loving, if eccentric, home, Lucien seems 
to be forging a life of his own. 

Until the day his father is due to be
released from prison, when the truth 
about his mother’s death will out and a
self-styled gang of vampire hunters
gather at the gates of Luc’s childhood 
haunt, Highgate Cemetery.

An intensely evocative novel
of ghosts, murder, vampires,
graveyards and... flowers

Eliza Henry-Jones lives on a flower farm in 
Victoria, Australia. She is the author of four 
previous novels, including Salt and Skin, which 
have been listed for seven awards. Eliza has 
qualifications in psychology; alcohol and other 
drugs; and grief, loss and trauma counselling.

elizahenryjones.com.au
@elizahenryjones



Farrago publishes fiction to make you smile, to tickle
your funny bone. We make sure that, once you’ve found

one funny book, there’s a whole series to enjoy.

Farrago readers can trust us to bring them new series
to keep the laughter going all year round.



24

HOPE

Hope
Andrew Ridker

30 January 2025
ISBN 9780715655641
Modern & contemporary fiction
432 pages | £10.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  UKC ex Can

PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | FICTION

The year is 2013 and the Greenspans are 
the envy of Brookline, Massachusetts. 
But when Scott is caught falsifying blood 
samples at work, he sets in motion a 
series of scandals that threatens to shatter 
his family.

Hope follows the Greenspans over the 
course of one tumultuous year as they 
question, and compromise, the values 
that have shaped their lives. But in the 
midst of their disillusionment, they’ll 
discover their own capacity for resilience, 
connection, and, ultimately, hope.

A darkly comedic novel about a 
family in crisis

Andrew Ridker’s debut novel, The Altruists,
was a New York Times Editors’ Choice 
and was translated into more than a dozen 
languages. He is the editor of Privacy Policy: 
The Anthology of Surveillance Poetics and his 
writing has appeared in The New York Times, 
Esquire and Le Monde. He is a graduate of 
the Iowa Writers’ Workshop.

andrewridker.com

‘A writer with this much talent can
take his readers anywhere’

Washington Post
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BENBOW & WINGATE MYSTERIES

Murder Has 
No Calories

Corinne Holt Sawyer

6 February 2025
ISBN 9781788424875
Crime & mystery
304 pages | £9.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World English

PAPERBACK | FICTION

When a staff member at a luxurious 
California boot camp is found brutally 
murdered, the owner pleads with plucky 
senior sleuths, Angela Benbow and 
Caledonia Wingate, to investigate.

The oldsters quickly join the party at The 
Time-Out Inn to check out their fellow 
guests: nice ladies on the surface, but 
beneath one of those mud packs lurks a 
killer. And it’s too bad that Angela and 
Caledonia’s impulsive detective work is 
pushing them towards a fate far worse 
than aerobics. Namely, death...

A deliciously thrilling new cosy 
crime of oldsters turned detectives

‘Sawyer’s sly sense of humor and her 
feisty senior citizens will delight fans of 

the not-so-violent mystery novel’

Publishers Weekly

A Benbow & Wingate Mystery

Corinne Holt Sawyer is the author of the
bestselling Benbow and Wingate mystery 
series. Born in 1924, she gained a BA in 1945 
and PhD in 1954. For many years she worked 
in radio and television. She also taught English 
at Clemson University.
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CORINNE HOLT SAWYER

The Geezer 
Factory
Murders

Corinne Holt Sawyer

20 March 2025
ISBN 9781788424912
Crime & mystery
304 pages | £9.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World English

PAPERBACK | FICTION

The plush retirement home at Camden-
sur-Mer is absorbing tenants from a
rival establishment, which Angela and
Caledonia appropriately dub ‘The Geezer 
Factory’ since it transforms normal senior 
citizens into disgruntled geezers.

When one of the new residents is found 
face-down in the fountain, an earlier 
accidental death at The Geezer Factory 
suddenly looks very suspicious…

Cosy crime in a Californian
retirement community, perfect for 
Richard Osman fans

A Benbow & Wingate Mystery

9781788424899

Coming Christmas 2025

‘Two likable, feisty characters make
their appearance... Sawyer writes

with low-key charm and wit’

The State

27

Murder Olé!

3 April 2025
ISBN 9781788424936
Crime & mystery
304 pages | £9.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World English

PAPERBACK | FICTION

‘A well-written mystery novel with
two delightful amateur detectives’

Times Record News

The residents from Camden-sur-Mer 
retirement home think Halloween south of 
the border is pretty frightening. Terrifying 
tableaus, mummies, candy skulls… and one 
of their group suddenly dead of a heart 
attack. Then, there’s another tragedy –
murder on a dark beach in Ensenada.

The good news is that senior sleuths
Angela and Caledonia have a fascinating 
new crime to investigate. In fact, with a
ruthless killer calling the shots, they may 
have several… if only they can stay off
the casualty list.

BENBOW & WINGATE MYSTERIES

Corinne Holt Sawyer

A Benbow & Wingate Mystery

9781788424813

More Benbow & Wingate Mysteries

9781788424790

97817884248519781788424837
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IAN MOORE

Death in
le Jardin

Ian Moore

20 March 2025
ISBN 9781788425025
Crime & mystery
304 pages | £9.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World

PAPERBACK | FICTION

Crisis hits Richard’s B&B when redoubtable 
housekeeper Madame Tablier is accused 
of murder. Even more surprisingly, it’s the 
murder of a former-fiancé-turned-brother-
in-law. None of which the stubborn old
woman denies.

Valérie d’Orçay is having none of it, and 
their investigation leads them to a strange 
tourist garden village, where backbiting, 
recriminations and even former colleagues 
lead to a deadly scenario more tangled 
than knotweed.

The chucklesome fourth book in 
The Times-bestselling Follet Valley 
mystery series

A Follet Valley Mystery, Book 4

9781788424271

More Follet Valley Mysteries

9781788424233 9781788424974

‘Fantastique!’

Adam Kay

‘A writer of immense
wit and charm’

Paul Sinha

29

Death and 
Boules

5 June 2025
ISBN 9781788425155
Crime & mystery
304 pages | £14.99
Demy hardback
Territories:  World

Demy trade paperback (Export) | £12.99
ISBN 9781788425179

HARDBACK | FICTION

Saint-Sauver, home to Richard Ainsworth 
and Valérie d’Orçay’s detective agency, is 
celebrating the 25th anniversary of its town 
twinning with Anglethorp Spa in Lincolnshire. 
Events are planned and the centrepiece 
is an an exhibition boules tournament 
between the two towns and a team of 
international boules all-stars.

Everything is going well until the mayor 
turns up dead in an antique dresser having 
apparently been killed twice. Inevitably 
Richard and Valérie have very different 
views on the subject and engage in their 
own battle: who will solve the crime first?

A FOLLET VALLEY MYSTERY

Ian Moore

A Follet Valley Mystery, Book 5

A cosy murder mystery perfect
for fans of Janice Hallett,
Richard Coles or M.C. Beaton

Over
250,000

sold across

the series

Ian Moore is a leading stand-up comedian,
known for his sharp, entertaining punditry.
A TV/radio regular, he has appeared in the 
BBC’s House of Games, Dave’s satirical show 
Unspun and Channel 5’s Comedy Bigmouths.

ianmoore.info

@ianmooreauthor
@IanMooreAuthor
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TOM SHAKESPEARE

The Ha-Ha
Tom Shakespeare

27 March 2025
ISBN 9781788425148
Modern & contemporary fiction
288 pages | £9.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World English

PAPERBACK | FICTION

Gathering with his friends to celebrate 
his fortieth birthday at a rented stately 
home, Fred Twistleton hopes to finally get 
together with his college crush, Heather. 
But Fred is also keen to publish his
memoirs, and Heather realises the
revelations they contain could threaten 
her career.

When the manuscript mysteriously goes 
missing, Fred’s at a loss. Could someone 
have stolen it? Where has the resident pig 
gone? And will the group remain friends 
by the end of the weekend?

A modern country house farce 
with a diverse cast of characters

‘A blissful social comedy,
stuffed with cherishable lines’

Lissa Evans

‘Tom Shakespeare is
a fine comic writer’

Alexander McCall Smith
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The Ends

PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | FICTION

Forty-somethings Fred and Nel embark 
on an Arctic cruise with a pair of long-time 
university friends. But when their journalist 
friend Heather, a high-profile oil
rebellion demonstrator, and a climate 
change-denying American oilman also 
turn up on board, they realise they’re in 
deep waters.

With their holiday quickly turning into a 
journey to the end of the earth in more 
ways than one, will they make it through
the ice and back?

TOM SHAKESPEARE

Tom Shakespeare

Set sail to the Arctic in this
hilarious comedy-of-errors

Tom Shakespeare CBE is a sociologist and 
ethicist who works at the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Tom has
presented programmes and documentaries
on BBC Radio and has written for the
Guardian and Lancet. He has been a
stand-up comedian, actor, dancer and artist.

29 May 2025
ISBN 9781788425124
Modern & contemporary fiction
304 pages | £9.99
B-format paperback original
Territories:  World English

farmerofthoughts.co.uk
@TommyShakes

FINAL
COVER

COMING
SOON

A hilarious homage to the books ofP. G. Wodehouse with a modern twist, touching on themes such as disability,race and sexuality.
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TEACHERS VS ALIENS

Teachers
vs Aliens
vs the Kids!

24 April 2025
ISBN 9781788425377
Children’s fiction | 6-9 years
256 pages | £8.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World

PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | FICTION

When a school assembly is interrupted by 
an ALIEN INVASION, bookworm Finley 
Swinnerton finds himself catapulted into 
an unlikely quest to save the planet,
humanity and even Derek the school 
Guinea Pig!

Join Finley for an OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD 
adventure as he grapples with alien
assassins, cowardly headmasters and 
intergalactic overlords in a tale of slime,
grime and PE teachers past their prime. 
Get ready for the cosmic clash of the
century... It’s TEACHERS versus ALIENS... 
versus THE KIDS!

A new laugh-out-loud children’s 
series for fans of Pamela Butchart 
and Andy Griffiths

Steve Williams is a critically-acclaimed 
Welsh comedian and writer. He has written 
for and starred in BBC’s Russell Howard’s 
Good News, Michael McIntyre’s Comedy 
Roadshow and ITV’s Tonight at the Palladium. 
He currently resides in Surrey with his family.

stevewilliamscomedy.com
@stevewillcomedy

Teachers vs Aliens, Book 1

Steve Williams
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CURSED NOVELS

Cursed Under
London

12 June 2025
ISBN 9781788425056
Fantasy
304 pages | £9.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World

PAPERBACK | FICTION

In an alternative Elizabethan London, 
Fang and Lazare awake from their 
deaths to discover they are not quite 
human anymore. In fact, despite having
acquired the power of immortality, 
they’re also not like any of the other 
supernatural beings that reside in the 
underground city of Deep London.

As they set out to reverse the curse,
they find themselves at the centre of a 
dangerous plot. And when in grave
danger, surely the worst thing they
could do would be to fall in love...

The unputdownable first novel in 
a new queer fantasy rom-com 
series

Gabby Hutchinson Crouch (Horrible Histories, 
Newzoids, The News Quiz, The Now Show) 
has a background in satire. Born in Pontypool 
in Wales, and raised in Ilkeston, Derbyshire, 
she now lives in Canterbury.

@Scriblit

A Cursed Novel, Book 1

Gabby Hutchinson Crouch

‘Gabby is one of the funniest
writers I know’

Sarah Millican
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Death of a
Sandscratcher

PAPERBACK ORIGINAL | FICTION

Hettie and Tilly book themselves into the 
Sandscratchers Villa for a seaside holiday. 
The feline duo find themselves plunged into 
a spate of alarming fairground murders 
as a carefree vacation turns into a holiday 
nightmare.

As the deckchairs unfold and the ice 
creams melt, they face their most baffling 
case yet, but first they must find the bodies!

Join Hettie and Tilly as they attempt to 
unravel yet another darkly humorous case 
for The No. 2 Feline Detective Agency.

MANDY MORTON

Mandy Morton

Hettie and Tilly’s relaxing
seaside holiday turns into a
murder investigation

8 May 2025
ISBN 9781788425193
Crime & mystery
304 pages | £9.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World

The No. 2 Feline Detective Agency

Mandy Morton began her professional life 
as a musician. More recently, she has worked 
as an arts journalist for national and local 
radio. She lives with her partner in Cambridge 
and Cornwall, where there is always a place 
for a long-haired tabby cat.

@icloudmandy

‘A true delight’

Laura Thompson

‘The world that Morton has
created is irresistable’

Publishers Weekly

97817884246539781788424431 9781788424660
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Reader reviews

More in the series

97817884246849781788424677 9781788420983

97817884243329781788423052 97817884247149781788421003 9781788421874

THE NO. 2 FELINE DETECTIVE AGENCY

‘If you love cats and if you love mysteries, you will adore this one’

‘A delightful series... Highly recommended’

‘Mandy Morton is a master storyteller and to write a mystery featuring 
cats and set in a cat-world, well that’s the work of a genius’

‘I am absolutely hooked’

9781788423540

‘This series is addictive: I read one and then I had to read them all!’

‘Fantastic, hilarious and ghoulish. Absolute brilliance’
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JULIET HEBDEN

Pel Picks Up 
the Pieces

29 May 2025
ISBN 9781788425216
Crime & mystery
304 pages | £9.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World English

PAPERBACK | FICTION

When Chief Inspector Pel receives a letter 
from an old friend, it becomes a sign of 
all hell breaking loose. Two murders are 
committed and a suspicious robbery takes 
place.

What is the connection between the letter, 
the robbery and the murder? An interna-
tional plot begins to unravel and Pel is 
called in to pick up the pieces.

Moody, sharp-tongued and worrying 
constantly about his health, Inspector Pel 
ensures that no case goes unsolved, in 
these mordantly witty French mysteries.

Dry humour is raised to a fine 
art by Inspector Pel, the heir to 
Simenon’s Maigret

An Inspector Pel Mystery
More Inspector Pel Mysteries

Juliet Hebden

Death Set to Music
Pel and the Faceless Corpse

Pel Under Pressure
Pel Is Puzzled

Pel and the Staghound
	 Pel and the Bombers

Pel and the Predators
Pel and the Pirates

Pel and the Prowler
Pel and the Paris Mob

Pel Among the Pueblos
	 Pel and the Touch Of Pitch

Pel and the Picture of Innocence
Pel and the Party Spirit  

Pel and the Missing Persons
Pel and the Promised Land
Pel and The Sepulchre Job
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Pel and the 
Perfect Partner

PAPERBACK | FICTION

Chief Inspector Pel has been kidnapped. 
Or is he being held for ransom, traded for 
the release of prisoners, or has he perhaps 
been murdered? He is, in any event, miss-
ing. To make matters worse, the press report 
the escape of the notorious Poltergeist from 
a high-security prison.

Just when things can’t get more desperate, 
a fantastic robbery from the gunroom of 
Baron de Charnet’s chateau takes place 
and a collection of diamonds is stolen from 
a high-street jeweler’s safe…

AN INSPECTOR PEL MYSTERY

Juliet Hebden

26 June 2025
ISBN 9781788425230
Crime & mystery
304 pages | £9.99
B-format paperback
Territories:  World English

An Inspector Pel Mystery

Mark Hebden (1916-1991) is a master of 
his genre, and his writing is as timeless as it is 
versatile and entertaining. Before becoming 
a full-time writer, he was a sailor, an airman, 
a journalist, a travel courier and a history 
teacher.

Juliet Hebden took over the mantle of her 
father and crime writer Mark Hebden and
has completed 8 more books in the series.
In addition to writing, Juliet is a mother of six 
children and lives in France.

‘Pel and his procedurals are some of
the best things since Maigret’

Observer

‘Impeccable French ambience,
unexaggerated flics, and a
well-constructed solution’

The Times



Discover our previously published and 
current highlights in fiction and non-fiction. HIGHLIGHTS



HIGHLIGHTS | DUCKWORTH

History
9780715654958

Biography
9780715654989

Sport
9780715654859

Winner of the
RSL Christopher

Bland Prize

Shortlisted
for the Wolfson
History Prize

Popular philosophy
9780715654965

Biography
9780715654491

Historical fiction
9780715655344

Memoir
9780715655177

Crime & mystery 
9780715655535
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HIGHLIGHTS | DUCKWORTH

Literary fiction
9780715655399

Literary fiction
9780715654613

Historical fiction
9780715654514

Winner of 
the HWA

Debut Crown

Winner of the
Walter Scott Prize

for Historical
Fiction

Historical fiction
9780715654941

Biography 
9780715655269

Popular science
9780715654521

Classic fiction
9780715654699

Science fiction
9780715653739

Memoir
9780715655542
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Memoir
9780715655498



HIGHLIGHTS | SEPTEMBER

Myth & legend 
9781910907801

Ghost stories
9781910463864

Biography
9781914613616

Photography/architecture
9781914613548

Photography/architecture
9781910463635

Photography/architecture
9781912836154

Literary essays
9781914613296

Biography
9781914613555
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HIGHLIGHTS | SEPTEMBER

Modern fiction
9781914613463

Travel writing
9781914613708

Memoir
9781914613654

Environmental philosophy
9781912836444

Travel writing
9781914613289

Mind, body, spirit
9781914613319

Art & photography
9781912836833 History of art

9781914613623

Art & photography
9781914613456
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Self-development
9781914613487



HIGHLIGHTS | FARRAGO

Short stories
9781788424639

Crime & mystery
9781788424233

Social comedy
9781788424073

Crime & mystery
9781788424356

Crime & mystery
9781788424097

Crime & mystery
9781788423014

Crime & mystery
9781788423366

Crime & mystery
9781911440536

Social comedy
9781911440451

HIGHLIGHTS | FARRAGO

Crime & mystery
9781788424714

Social comedy
9781788425087

Crime & mystery
9781788424790

Short stories
9781788424493

Sci-fi & fantasy
9781788421416

Sci-fi & fantasy
9781788421027

Crime & mytery
9781788420150

Social comedy
9781788421232

Social comedy
9781788422734

44 45



UK sales

Field Sales Director
Sam Brown
+44 (0) 7980 712110
samb@faber.co.uk

Account Manager
Midlands and North Wales
Richard Fortey
+44 (0) 7792 456837
richard.fortey@faber.co.uk

Account Manager
North of England
Sue Jackson
+44 (0) 7980 712102
sue.jackson@faber.co.uk

Account Manager
Central and North London
Jeremy Wood
+44 (0) 7966 058496
jeremyw@faber.co.uk

Account Manager
East Anglia
Rosy Locke
+44 (0) 7590 929836
rosy.locke@faber.co.uk

Distribution

UK and Eire Orders
+44 (0)1256 302692
orders@macmillan.co.uk

Export Orders
+44 (0)1256 302890
exportqueries@macmillan.com

Macmillan Distribution
Brunel Rd
Houndmills
Basingstoke
RG21 66XS

Sales

Independent Alliance
Faber & Faber
The Bindery, 51 Hatton Garden
London, EC1N 8HN
independent.alliance@faber.co.uk

Sales head office

UK Sales Director
Sarah Davison-Aitkins
+44 (0) 207 927 3864
+44 (0) 7384 525161
sda@faber.co.uk

International Sales Director
Mallory Ladd
+44 (0) 20 7927 3870
+44 (0) 7970 052290
mallory.ladd@faber.co.uk

Special Sales Enquiries
Matt Casbourne
Duckworth Books 
+44 (0) 7778 452441
info@duckworthbooks.com

Marketing & Publicity

Head of Marketing & Publicity
Matt Casbourne
Duckworth 
matt@duckworthbooks.com

Marketing and Operations Manager
Amie Jones
September
amie@septemberpublishing.org

Marketing Manager
Rob Wilding
Duckworth, Farrago
rob@duckworthbooks.com

Account Manager
Scotland and Northumbria
John McColgan
+44 (0) 7595 214384
john.mccolgan@faber.co.uk

Account Manager
S. Wales, Oxfordshire, Cotswolds
Mel Tyrrell
+44 (0) 7824 085033
melanie.tyrrell@faber.co.uk

Account Manager
South East England
Lucy Cornwell
+44 (0) 7841 800561
lucy.cornwell@faber.co.uk

Account Manager
South West England
Richard Evans
+44 (0) 7957 354631
richarde@faber.co.uk

Account Manager
Home Counties, S. and W. London
Kate Marshall
+44 (0) 7790 757833
kate.marshall@faber.co.uk

European and Middle Eastern sales

Ireland
Repforce Ireland Ltd
3 Strand Road
Sandymount, Dublin
D04 KC84, Ireland
+353 868511783
info@repforce.ie

Northern Europe
Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
Switzerland, Germany and Austria
Bridget Lane
Faber & Faber
+44 (0) 207 927 3872
+44 (0) 7966 057076
bridgetl@faber.co.uk

Nordics & Southern Europe
Norway, Sweden, Finland, Iceland,
Denmark, France, Spain, Italy, Portugal, Greece, 
Cyprus and Malta
Amelie Burchell
Faber & Faber
+44 (0) 20 927 3810
+44 (0) 7384 525251
amelieb@faber.co.uk

Eastern Europe
(including Russia and the Baltics)
Cristian Juncu 
Str. Fabricii nr. 2B-A
060823 Bucuresti, Romania
+40 722 454800
cristian@j4.ro

Middle East
(inc. North Africa, Turkey and Pakistan)
Viki Cheung
Faber & Faber
+44 (0) 20 7927 3903
+44 (0) 7876 879819
viki.cheung@faber.co.uk

Asian sales

Japan, Korea, China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam,
Philippines, Myanmar, Indonesia
Viki Cheung
Faber & Faber
+44 (0) 20 7927 3903
+44 (0) 7876 879819
viki.cheung@faber.co.uk

Singapore and Malaysia
Pansing Distribution PTE Ltd
1 New Industrial Road, Times Centre
Singapore 536196
+65 6319 9939
+61 (0) 2 9457 0011
junelim@pansing.com

India and Sri Lanka
Penguin Books India
Penguin Random House
7th Floor, Infinity Tower C,
DLF Cyber City, Phase – II,
Gurgaon – 122 002 Haryana, India
+91 124 478 5600
customer.service@in.penguingroup.com

46 47

CONTACTS CONTACTS



Australia
Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd
83 Alexander Street
Crows Nest
NSW 2065,  Australia
+61 2 8425 0100
info@allenandunwin.com
www.allenandunwin.com

Sub-Saharan Africa
Anita Zih-De Haan
A-Z Africa Book Services
105b Prins Mauritssingel
3043 PE Rotterdam
Netherlands
+31 104 154 250
anita.zih@azabs.nl

Southern Africa
Independent Division (Jonathan Ball Publishers Ltd)
66 Mimetes Road
Denver Extension 9 
Johannesburg 2094
South Africa
+27 11 601 8000
services@jonathanball.co.za

David Williams
IMA / InterMediaAmericana
sales@intermediaamericana.com

US/Canada
Andrea Joyce
afgjoyce@gmail.com

Translation
Sam Edenborough                                            
Greyhound Literary     
+44 (0) 7951 602 182
sam@greyhoundliterary.co.uk

Australia & New Zealand sales

New Zealand
Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd
Level 2, 10 College Hill
Freeman’s Bay
Auckland 1011, New Zealand
+64 9 337 3800

African sales

Latin American & Caribbean sales

Rights

Audio/other
Pete Duncan
Duckworth Books
pete@duckworthbooks.com  

TV, Film & Stage
Penelope Killick
The Artists Partnership
penni@theartistspartnership.com

48

CONTACTS



Duckworth Books Ltd
1 Golden Court

Richmond
TW9 1EU

United Kingdom

Cover and catalogue designed by Rob Wilding

Front cover image © Kreativer Hase



duckworthbooks.co.uk
@duck_books
@Duckbooks
@duck_books
DuckworthPublishers
info@duckworthbooks.com

Connect with us

septemberpublishing.org
@septemberpublishing
@septemberbooks

SeptemberPublishing
info@septemberpublishing.org

farragobooks.com
@farragobooks
@farragobooks

FarragoBooks
info@farragobooks.com




